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Gareth Williams 

 
Course Description: 

This colloquium will be led by Gareth Williams, Anthon Professor of the Latin Language and 
Literature. Over the sequence of six class sessions, the aim is to explore the twelve books of the 
Aeneid in six pairs, and so to monitor the main themes and complexities that Virgil develops across 
the arc of his complete poem. The further purpose of the colloquium is to capture the spirit of 
Literature Humanities as a reading-intensive course that is designed to facilitate the close study and 
lively in-class discussion of works such as the Aeneid. For each session specific parts of the text 
will be assigned for closer reading and for careful analysis in our gatherings. Dominant themes will 
include (i) Virgil’s commentary on the political climate in which he was writing under the first 
Roman emperor, Augustus, at the end of the 1st century BCE; (ii) Virgil’s multifaceted responses to 
the preceding epic tradition on which he draws so extensively, especially Homer; (iii) the 
philosophical properties of the Aeneid as a work that propagates a quintessentially Roman standard 
of personal morality and behavior; and (iv) the broader literary qualities that make the Aeneid truly 
unique and unrivaled in the Greco-Roman poetic tradition. 

The class will meet in the Heyman Center on Tuesdays, 6-7:30, as follows: January 27th; February 
10th; March 10th; March 24th; April 21st; and May 5th. The format will be hybrid so as to make the 
class as accessible as possible for attendees both in New York and further away. 

 

Syllabus 

January 27:  Books 1 and 2: Aeneas and Dido. 

February 10: Books 3 and 4: Aeneas’ voyage to Italy; Dido’s tragic end.  

March 10: Books 5 and 6: the funeral games for Anchises; Aeneas’ visit to the Underworld.  

March 24: Books 7 and 8: Aeneas arrives in Italy at the future site of Rome.  

April 21:  Books 9 and 10: the war for domination in Italy. 

May 5:    Books 11 and 12: settlement, reconciliation, and Aeneas in the ascendant. 

 



 

Text: we shall use the verse translation of Allen Mandelbaum (Bantam Classics, 1981): 

https://www.amazon.com/Aeneid-Virgil-Bantam-Classics/dp/0553210416. 
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