
Fall 2026 Heyman Center Friends/Carl Hovde Colloquium 

Six Poems 
Julie Crawford 

Tuesdays, 6-7.30 p.m.; Heyman Center, East Campus Residential Center; hybrid format 
 
September 22, October 6, October 20, November 10, November 24, and December 8 (December 
15 as make-up date) 
 
Course Book 

The Norton Anthology of English Literature, The Early Seventeenth Century, 11th Edition (Norton 2024) 

Course Description 

This colloquium will be led by Julie Crawford, Mark van Doren Professor of Humanities, in the 
Department of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University.  

This class will look at six lyric poems from the seventeenth century, a period that many consider 
to be the height of English poetry: Mary Wroth’s sonnet “When everyone to pleasing pastime 
hies,” John Donne’s “The Relic,” Aemilia Lanyer’s “The Description of Cookham,” Ben 
Jonson’s “Inviting a Friend to Supper,” George Herbert’s “Love (III),” and Milton’s “Lycidas.” 
In addition, we will look at the poems’ inspirations and intertexts, which will give us a sense of 
the traditions the poems were working in and against, from Petrarchanism to Protestant 
iconoclasm,  the querelle des femmes (or debate on women), the dangers of reading and writing 
verse in times of political volatility, and the difficulty of using poetic traditions to say something 
new about something impossible to put into words. 

Syllabus 

Class 1: Lady Mary Wroth’s Sonnet 26 “When everyone to pleasing pastime hies” (p. 1075) 

In addition, please read Sir Thomas Wyatt’s Sonnet “Whoso List to Hunt” (p. 123), and Edmund 
Spenser’s Sonnet 67, “Lyke as a Huntsman after weary chace” (p. 454).  

Class 2: John Donne, “The Relic” (p. 901) 

In addition, please read Anonymous, “On a Maidenhead” (p. 471), Sir John Harington, “A 
Certain Man” and Lady Mary Cheke, “The Reply,” and Lady Anne Southwell, “All Married 
Men Desire to Have Good Wives” (p. 509-10), John Donne, “The Canonization” (p. 889) and 
“Elegy 19. To His Mistress Going to Bed” (p. 904), and Katherine Philips, “A Married State” 
and “An Answer to Another Persuading a Lady to Marriage” (1259-1260) 

Class 3: Aemila Lanyer, “The Description of Cookham” (p. 936-41). 



In addition, please read the other selections from Lanyer’s Salve Deus Rex Judeaorum (1611), 
especially the dedications to the Countess of Cumberland in the titular poem. 

Class 4: Ben Jonson, “Inviting a Friend to Supper” (p.1052-3)  

In addition, please read Ben Jonson, “To My Book” (1049), “On My First Son” (p. 1050), “To 
Penshurst” (p. 1053-5). 

Class 5. George Herbert, “Love (III)” (p. 1199) 

In addition, please read Richard Crashaw, “On Our Crucififed Lord Naked and Bloody (p. 1214), 
and John Milton, “When I Consider How My Light is Spent” (p. 1426) 

Class 6. John Milton, “Lycidas” (p. 1401-7) 

In addition, please read Hester Pulter, “Upon the Death of My Dear and Lovely Daughter, Jane 
Pulter” (p. 1228-1230). 

 


