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not less, important. It is here 
we see the valuable work of the 
University in relief: the publication 
of new work, the dissemination 
of scholarship to broad publics in 
workshops and conferences, the 
cultivation of the next generation of 
scholars, and the feeding of these 
new ideas into the classroom. This 
is the necessary work of university 
life and will last far beyond the 
current moment. 

This annual report attests to the 
vibrancy of the SOF/Heyman as 
a hub for humanistic thought on 
campus, despite the challenges 
of the past year. We had many 
conversations with the Fellows, the 
Board, and the staff about how to 
be responsive and responsible to 
the moment, and we appreciate 
their wisdom and insight. Indeed, 
our ability to offer programming 
throughout this tumultuous year 
was only possible because of the 
dedication of the SOF/Heyman staff. 
Often unnoticed, their labor makes 
our programming possible; and 
the past year has posed unusual, 
and continually changing, burdens. 
We would like to acknowledge this 

E very academic year becomes part of the history of 
the Society of Fellows and Heyman Center for the 
Humanities (SOF/Heyman) and Columbia University, 
but the 2023–24 year will likely take its place 

alongside 1968 as a pivotal moment for the University. A 
new University president was installed at the beginning 
of the year and had resigned before the next year began. 
World-historical events became wrapped up with the arcana 
of University policy; protests, police and press presence, and 
unprecedented restrictions on campus access posed myriad 
challenges to intellectual life while raising fundamental 
questions about what a university is for. 

The 2023–24 year was also when the two of us stepped into our new 
roles as faculty co-leaders of the SOF/Heyman. In keeping with the 
original vision behind the founding of the Society of Fellows in 1975, we 
have been guided by an institutionally expansive and civically engaged 
sense of the humanities: looking across the disciplines and schools of 
the University in order to understand the matters (environment, health, 
migration, race, geopolitical conflicts) that shape our worlds. And 
as scholars who both study African cultures and societies, we share 
an understanding of the place of the humanities in the world that is 
grounded in contexts beyond the United States. 

Amid such challenging times at the University and in the world, we 
have become more convinced than ever about the indispensability 
of collaborative humanistic thinking to meet those challenges. In 
turbulent times, the public work we undertake as the “Heyman Center” 
and the nurturing work of the Society of Fellows becomes more, 

CO-DIRECTORS/BOARD CO-CHAIRS 
NOTE FROM THE FACULTY 



labor, the extraordinary flexibility 
and diligence of the staff, and the 
organizational strength it represents. 

We’d also like to thank Nadia Abu 
El-Haj, who stepped down as Board 
Chair last year. During her three-
year term, Nadia worked tirelessly 
through the most challenging years 
of the pandemic. In addition to 
providing intellectual guidance to 
the SOF Fellows, she helped oversee 
major administrative projects, 
including a revision of the bylaws 
(which reintroduced our slightly 
reconfigured director/chair position) 
and an Academic Review Committee   
(ARC) review. We remain grateful for 
her efforts and wisdom. 

Brian Larkin 
Jennifer Wenzel 

Brian Larkin Jennifer Wenzel
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R ereading last year’s letter as I prepared to write this 
one, I see that, with the COVID pandemic well behind 
us, I had welcomed 2022–2023 as a return to “normal.” 
And last year was indeed full of opportunities to meet 

once again in person, to share meals, plan programming, 
exchange ideas, and otherwise practice community. But this 
past year has been far from normal. As Brian Larkin and Jennifer 
Wenzel suggest elsewhere in this report (see “Note from the 
Faculty Co-Directors/Board Co-Chairs,” pp. 2–3), the Hamas 
attack on Israel on October 7, the assault on Gaza that followed, 
and the antiwar protests provoked in response to those 
events around the world resembled nothing so much on our 
own campus as the spring of 1968. The feeling of being under 
siege—of darkness dropping once again, to paraphrase W. B. 
Yeats—is strong, but so, too, is our sense of commitment to the 
purpose of the University and its fostering of human values. 

In January 2023, the Society of Fellows selection committee interviewed 
sixteen candidates, three of whom were awarded fellowships. Iheb 
Guermazi (MIT PhD) is an architect and architectural historian whose 
work traces the origins of twentieth-century Islamic aesthetic theory 
and discourse to Emir Abd el-Qadir, other Sufi mystics, and European 
converts to Islam writing a century earlier. Irina Kalinka (Brown PhD), 
a scholar of modern culture and media, studies the ways in which tech 
corporations have increasingly turned their energies from managing 
digital platforms to promoting “user democracy”—a technocratic 
project that, valuing data collection, automation, and systemization, 
imagines sociopolitical life to be ultimately programmable. And 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
REPORT FROM 

Eileen Gillooly 

https://sofheyman.org/persons/iheb-guermazi
https://sofheyman.org/persons/iheb-guermazi
https://sofheyman.org/persons/irina-kalinka
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Valeriia Mutc (Yale PhD), who 
specializes in late nineteenth-
century Russian literature and 
theatre, considers the impact 
of scientific positivism on the 
writing of Tolstoy, Chekhov, and 
Gorky, leading them away from 
psychological realism toward more 
dramatic forms of representation. 
Together with Buell Fellow 
Maura Lucking—an architectural 
historian of the US nineteenth 
century who examines land 
grant colleges, Indian boarding 
schools, and industrial institutes 
through a settler-colonial lens— 
and returning Fellows Youssef 
Ben Ismail (MESAAS and History), 
A. Véronique Charles (AAADS), 
Emma Shaw Crane (CSER and 
Anthropology), nyle fort (AAADS), 
and Ege Yumuşak (Philosophy), 
these scholars formed the 2023–24 
Society of Fellows. 

Over the decades—but 
particularly since 2017, when the 
Heyman Center as a distinct entity 
was absorbed financially as well 
as structurally into the Society of 
Fellows—Board members and 
current Fellows have regularly 

taken a lead in creating the 
scores of lectures, workshops, 
conferences, and other public 
programming offered each 
semester under the banner of 
the SOF/Heyman. This year, 
Fellows Knar Abrahamyan, 
A. Véronique Charles, Valeriia 
Mutc, and Ege Yumuşak organized 
several of these events, together 
or individually (see pp. 30–32), and 
all the current Fellows participated 
in the Thursday Lecture Series, 
giving their own talks in the fall and 
hosting guest talks in the spring. 
Alternatives/Concessions, the 
theme of the spring series, invited 
speakers to consider how history— 
when viewed through a prism 
sensitive to political crisis and 
norms under assault—can indeed 
be made to reveal its alternatives: 
to give glimpses of “missed 
opportunities” for a different 
historical outcome, with all the 
concessions to contingency that 
such alternatives would necessarily 
demand (see pp. 24–25). 

Our New Books in the Arts and 
Sciences series maintains its wide 
appeal, bringing together faculty, 

students, and area colleagues and 
friends to celebrate recent books 
by Columbia authors across the 
humanities and human sciences. 
We also host New Books in the 
Society of Fellows, which in 
January partnered with Columbia 
Global Reports to launch Rivals: 
How Scientists Learned to Cooperate, 
by Lorraine Daston (SOF 1979– 
1980). We are always eager to be 
alerted to your new or forthcoming 
single-authored publications, but 
especially so as we approach the 
50th anniversary of the founding 
of the Society in 1975–1976 (see 
below). The annual Edward W. 
Said Memorial Lecture is another 
of our signature events, which this 
past year was delivered by the 
British-Palestinian novelist Isabella 
Hammad, whose talk, “Recognizing 
the Stranger,” is scheduled to 
be published in book form by 
Grove Press in September 2024. 
In addition to the programming 
noted in Event Highlights (pp. 
27–29), three artistic offerings 
stand out this past academic year: 
From DMZ Colony to Phantom 
Pain Wings: An Evening with 

https://sofheyman.org/persons/valeriia-mutc
https://sofheyman.org/persons/maura-lucking
https://sofheyman.org/persons/youssef-ben-ismail
https://sofheyman.org/persons/youssef-ben-ismail
https://sofheyman.org/persons/v%C3%A9ronique-charles
https://sofheyman.org/persons/emma-shaw-crane
https://sofheyman.org/persons/nyle-e-fort
https://sofheyman.org/persons/ege-yumu%C5%9Fak
https://sofheyman.org/
https://sofheyman.org/persons/knar-abrahamyan
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=thursday-lecture-series
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=alternatives-concessions
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=new-books-series
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=new-books-series
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=new-books-in-the-society-of-fellows
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=new-books-in-the-society-of-fellows
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=the-edward-w-said-memorial-lecture
https://sofheyman.org/events/all?series=the-edward-w-said-memorial-lecture
https://sofheyman.org/events/from-dmz-colony-to-phantom-pain-wings
https://sofheyman.org/events/from-dmz-colony-to-phantom-pain-wings


Kim Hyesoon and Don Mee 
Choi, which featured two of 
South Korea’s most celebrated 
poets in conversation with event 
organizer Susan Bernofsky, 
director of Literary Translation 
at Columbia (LTAC); Who Lives, 
Who Dies, Who Decides?: The Art 
of Kenneth Reams, an exhibition 
opening of the work of the 
incarcerated artist Kenneth Reams; 
and Justice Forum: Music of the 
Oppressed, in which the renowned 
musical artists Helga Davis and 
Alkinoos Ioannidis discussed their 
shared pedagogical interests in the 
emancipatory potential of music-
making and ended the evening with 
an impromptu performance. 

Goings and Comings: 

As always, saying goodbye at 
the end of the academic year to 
those completing their fellowships 
was bittersweet. Emma Shaw 
Crane left the Society in January 
to take up her position as 
Assistant Professor in Urban and 
Environmental Studies at Loyola 

Marymount University in Los 
Angeles (though she is headed to 
Stanford in September as Assistant 
Professor of Anthropology). Others, 
who were able to defer their 
tenure-track appointments for a 
year or more to join us, are also 
departing for new positions in the 
fall. Youssef Ben Ismail moves 
to Amherst College, where he will 
be Assistant Professor of Law, 
Jurisprudence, and Social Thought. 
Valeriia Mutc takes up her 
appointment as Assistant Professor 
of Russian at the University of 
California at Davis. nyle fort moves 
from Fellow and Lecturer in the 
Department of African American 
and African Diaspora Studies at 
Columbia to Assistant Professor, 
and Ege Yumuşak becomes 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Joining us in September will be six 
new Fellows, who—together with 
returning Fellows A. Véronique 
Charles, Iheb Guermazi, Irina 
Kalinka, and Maura Lucking— 
will comprise one of the most 
international cohorts in the 
Society’s history. Eli Cumings 

6  | Annual Report 

https://sofheyman.org/events/from-dmz-colony-to-phantom-pain-wings
https://sofheyman.org/events/from-dmz-colony-to-phantom-pain-wings
https://arts.columbia.edu/writing/translation
https://arts.columbia.edu/writing/translation
https://sofheyman.org/events/who-lives-who-dies-who-decides
https://sofheyman.org/events/who-lives-who-dies-who-decides
https://sofheyman.org/events/who-lives-who-dies-who-decides
https://sofheyman.org/events/justice-forum-music-of-the-oppressed
https://sofheyman.org/events/justice-forum-music-of-the-oppressed
https://sofheyman.org/persons/eli-cumings


(Cambridge PhD) is a literary 
scholar of early modern England 
whose work traces the origins of 
race-making to Protestant doctrine 
of the period, which fundamentally 
shaped perceptions of and 
engagements with individuals 
and groups deemed by English 
Christians to be so corporeally 
or culturally different as to be 
considered “monstrous.” Chris 
Cañete Rodriguez Kelly (UW 
Madison PhD) studies how the 
relationship between Anglophone 
and Tagalog fiction in Philippine 
literature is emblematic of the 
ways in which language hierarchy 
in the colonial and postcolonial 
context not only operates but 
also informs Philippine economic 
development more generally. 
Anastasia Kostina (Yale PhD) is a 
film scholar engaged in an archival 
exploration of Esfir Shub—the 
first female documentarian of 
the Soviet Union—that aims to 
illuminate the relationship between 
politics, aesthetics, and gender in 
early documentary cinema. Zavier 
Nunn (Oxford DPhil) examines 
legal, medical, and police archives 

to narrate micro-histories of 
the ruptures and continuities in 
Germanophone trans lives before 
and after the Nazi regime. Daniela 
Traldi (CUNY Grad Center PhD) 
investigates the role of Brazilian 
wives and mothers in spreading far-
right Christian nationalism during 
the Cold War period and how 
the transnational networks they 
established continue to bolster far-
right nationalism around the world. 
And Buell Fellow Sonali Dhanpal 
(Newcastle PhD) is an architect, 
conservationist, and historian of the 
built environment who specializes 
in histories of colonialism, 
capitalism, and inequality in South 
Asia from the nineteenth to the 
twenty-first century. 

This past spring, in anticipation of 
the 50th anniversary of the Society 
of Fellows, alumni Fellows JM Chris 
Chang (2018–21), Arden Hegele 
(2016–19), Murad Idris (2014–15), 
and Dan-el Padilla Peralta (2014– 
16) volunteered to form an Alumni 
Council, whose primary task in the 
coming year will be to organize a 
celebration of the same on 24–25 
April 2026 (mark your calendars 

now!). Expect occasional emails 
from them over the coming year 
inviting your participation and 
requesting reflections (and photos!) 
of your time at the Society as well 
as book cover images—and do let 
them know if you have your own 
ideas about ways to celebrate. 

As always, send us your news— 
and come by to see us whenever 
you’re in New York City! 

Eileen Gillooly 
Executive Director 
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Manan Ahmed 
History 

Zeynep Çelik Alexander 
Art History and Archaeology 

Hiba Bou Akar 
Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation 

Matthew Engelke 
Religion 

Eileen Gillooly* 

Executive Director 
English and Comparative Literature 

Marguerite Holloway 
Journalism 

Joseph A. Howley* 

Chair, Literature Humanities 
Classics 

David Chambliss Johnston 
Political Science 

Brian Larkin 
Co-Chair, Governing Board 
Anthropology, 
Barnard College 

Eugenia Lean 
East Asian Languages and Cultures 

Katharina Pistor 
Law School 

Samuel K. Roberts 
History 

Joerg M. Schaefer 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory 

Paul Scolieri 
Dance, Barnard College 

Benjamin Steege* 

Chair, Music Humanities 
Music 

Jennifer Wenzel 
Co-Chair, Governing Board 
English and Comparative Literature 
and Middle Eastern, South Asian, and 
African Studies 

Gareth Williams* 
Director, Friends of the 
Heyman Center 
Classics 

*Ex officio 

2023–2024 GOVERNING BOARD 
MEMBERS OF THE 
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The Edward W. Said Memorial Lecture: Recognizing the Stranger. Photograph by Merissa Blitz. 



T he 2024–25 Society of Fellows in the Humanities 
fellowship competition closed on 2 October 2023, 
with 791 applicants contending for five available 
fellowships. Representatives from twenty-two 

departments, institutes, and centers conducted the first round 
of vetting. Each application recommended for advancement 
received three readings: two by members of the Governing 
Board and one by a current Fellow. 

The 2024–25 fellowships were awarded to Eli Cumings, a literary scholar 
whose work explores the representation and interpretation of human 
difference in early modernity; Chris Cañete Rodriguez Kelly, a literary critic 
whose work focuses on social relations of labor and aesthetic production; 
Anastasia Kostina, a scholar of documentary media, women’s film history, 
and Soviet and Russian cinema; Zavier Nunn, a historian of sex (change), the 
state, and subjectivity; and Daniela Traldi, a historian of Brazil who examines 
the role of women in the ascendency of the religious and political far-right in 
the contemporary period. Also joining the Society in 2024–25 as a Buell Fellow 
will be Sonali Dhanpal, an architectural historian who studies the nexus of 
colonialism, capitalism, and caste in perpetuating inequality in urban South 
Asia from the 1800s to the present. 
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SOCIETY OF FELLOWS COMPETITION 
FORTY-NINTH ANNUAL 

New Fellows for 2024–2025 

Eli Cumings, PhD in English, 
University of Cambridge 

Chris Cañete Rodriguez Kelly, 
PhD in Literary Studies, University 
of Wisconsin–Madison 

Anastasia Kostina, PhD in 
Film & Media Studies and in 
Slavic Languages & Literatures, 
Yale University 

Zavier Nunn, PhD in History, 
Oxford University 

Daniela Traldi, PhD in History, 
City University of New York 
Graduate Center 

Sonali Dhanpal, PhD in 
Architectural History and Theory, 
Newcastle University (Buell Fellow) 
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DEPARTMENT 

African American and African Diaspora Studies 

French 

Classics 

Institute for the Study of Sexuality and Gender 

Religion 

TOTAL 

Art History and Archaeology 

History 

Philosophy 

Slavic Languages 

English and Comparative Literature 

Latin American and Iberian Cultures 

Anthropology 

Germanic Languages 

Music 

East Asian Languages and Cultures 

Italian 

Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race 

Institute for Comparative Literature and Society 

Political Science 

Sociology 

Film Studies 

Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies 

APPLICANTS 

26 

16 

29 

27 

16 

791 

52 

115 

26 

11 

104 

26 

59 

8 

42 

39 

12 

30 

28 

34 

27 

19 

45 

% 

3.29 

2.02 

3.67 

3.41 

2.02 

100 

6.57 

14.54 

3.29 

1.39 

13.15 

3.29 

7.46 

1.01 

5.31 

4.93 

1.52 

3.79 

3.54 

4.30 

3.41 

2.40 

5.69 

SOCIETY OF FELLOWS 
COMPETITION NUMBERS 

Fellowships Starting in 2024–2025 

791 Applicants 

126 Universities Represented 

22 Departments Reviewing 

30 Countries Represented 



2023–2024 
FELLOWS IN RESIDENCE 
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Over the past year, Youssef Ben Ismail worked on two additional chapters for 
his book manuscript, provisionally entitled “Between Legal Worlds.” The first is 
focused on the nature of Ottoman-caliphal authority in North Africa, and the 
second is on the history of constitutions and constitutionalism in nineteenth-
century Tunis. Much of his year was also dedicated to finalizing a special issue 
of the Journal of the Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association on the Ottoman 
Maghrib, which he is co-editing with Jessica Marglin, a colleague at University 
of Southern California, and which is due for publication in December 2024. In 
addition to his editorial work (providing feedback and comments on several 
drafts and working with journal editors to bring the special issue together), Dr. 
Ben Ismail also completed his own research article for the issue and co-authored 
the special issue introduction. In late spring, Dr. Ben Ismail was asked by the 
London Review of Books to write a book review of Eugene Rogan’s The Damascus 
Events, which he submitted to the editor in June. Throughout the year, he also gave 
a number of lectures and participated in several panels and workshops, including 
a workshop on Ottoman history at Princeton University, the flagship conference 
in Middle East Studies (MESA) in Montreal, a conference on the history of colonial 
Tunisia at the Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts (Beit El Hikma), a 
conversation with Adam Shatz at CUNY on his recent biography of Frantz Fanon 
(The Rebel’s Clinic), and a Zoom workshop on the history of precolonial African 
international law hosted by Rabiat Akande (York) and Idriss Paul-Armand Fofana 
(Harvard). In Fall 2024, Dr. Ben Ismail will join the faculty of Amherst College as 
Assistant Professor of Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought. 

Youssef Ben Ismail, 2021–2024 
Harvard University, 
Department of Near Eastern   
Languages and Civilizations,   
PhD 2021 

Project: Sovereignty Across   
Empires: France, the Ottoman 
Empire, and the Imperial   
Struggle over Tunis 
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A. Véronique Charles is an interdisciplinary scholar in literary studies whose 
work focuses on nineteenth-century imperial records, particularly those from 
French colonial Senegal, and draws from anthropology, history, postcolonial 
studies, and diaspora studies. Her book manuscript, “After the Slave Ship Sails: 
‘Africa’ in the Wake of Colonial Slavery,” examines historical records from the 
years leading up to and immediately following the 1848 abolition of slavery in 
colonial Senegal as well as literature addressing slavery’s afterlife in the French 
empire published during the first hundred years of postemancipation. 

In the spring, Dr. Charles was invited to speak at the Department of Romance 
Languages and Literatures at the University of Michigan, where she delivered 
a talk entitled “Chattel Slavery of the Littoral Kind: Textual Insights into Colonial 
Senegal.” Her article “Métissage in Question: Postemancipation Coloniality in the 
Serial Reprint of Aboudlaye Sadji’s Nini,” is forthcoming in the peer-reviewed 
periodical Discourse: Journal for Theoretical Studies in Media and Culture. As a 
delegate of emerging scholars, Dr. Charles attended the Global Humanities 
Institute on “Global Racisms, Cold War Humanism, and the Imagination of Just 
Futures,” supported by a Mellon grant to the Consortium of Humanities Centers 
and Institutes, which took place in December 2023 in Delhi, India. 

Additionally, Dr. Charles spearheaded the Afro-Francospheres Project, 
a new initiative dedicated to animating the expansiveness of Black French 
Studies through curricular redesign, collaborative research forums, and 
public programming. The project is co-managed with the Department of 
African American and African Diaspora Studies and is in partnership with 
BlackFranceNoire, an interuniversity consortium. Afro-Francospheres garnered 
additional sponsorship from Columbia University to assemble a working group 
of Barnard and Columbia faculty to redesign “Blackness and Frenchness: 
A Radical Genealogy” as a gateway course and to help support a three-day 
colloquium entitled “Black Studies x French Studies” at Columbia Global Center | 
Paris in April. A collaboration with BlackFranceNoire, this colloquium comprised 
both a workshop series and conversation series with graduate students from 
universities in the United States and France, in addition to European-based 
scholars and art professionals. 

A. Véronique Charles, 2022–2025 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Comparative 
Literature and Literary 
Theory, PhD 2021 

Project: The Middle Passage   
in Continental Terms:   
Ante-Returns and the Practice 
of Atlantic–African Slavery 
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Emma Shaw Crane is a scholar of racialization and environment in the Americas, 
with a particular focus on the aftermath of US empire in suburban and peripheral 
spaces. In August 2023, her book manuscript was selected for inclusion in the 
Atelier: Ethnographic Inquiry in the Twenty-First Century Series with the University 
of California Press. She also received the Annette Kolodny Prize for Best Paper in 
Environmental Studies, awarded by the American Studies Association. 

In Fall 2023, Dr. Crane gave invited talks about her research in the Department 
of Anthropology at Cornell University and the Human Rights Institute at the 
University of Connecticut. Along with Emily Lim Rogers (Duke University), she 
created Medical Anthropology for Palestine, an online curriculum resource that 
supports anthropologists to teach core concepts in medical and environmental 
anthropology and disability studies through scholarship from and about 
Palestine. Dr. Crane presented work and organized a panel at the 2023 
American Studies Association Annual Meeting in Montréal, as well as at the 
American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting in Toronto, where she 
presented a paper and organized an Author Meets Critics session for El paro 
como teoría, a new book by the Colombian anthropologist Alejandra Azuero-
Quijano. Additionally, Dr. Crane gave invited talks in the Department of Gender 
and Sexuality Studies at UC Irvine and the Beyond Inhabitation Lab, based 
at the Politecnico di Turino. She was a featured speaker at the Center for the 
Humanities and the Public Sphere (University of Florida) in their 2023–2024 
Speakers Series: Scales of Belonging and served on the Society of Fellows 
selection committee to choose incoming Fellows (2024–25). 

In January 2024, Dr. Crane left the Society of Fellows to take a position as 
Assistant Professor of Urban and Environmental Studies at Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles. In September 2024, she will begin an appointment as 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Stanford University. 

Emma Shaw Crane, 2021–2024 
New York University, 
Department of American   
Studies, PhD 2021 

Project: Counterinsurgent 
Suburb: Race, Empire, and 
Repair at City’s Edge 
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nyle fort is a minister, activist, and scholar who studies how people resist 
oppression, build beloved community, and struggle to transform the world. 
He is at work on two book projects: Spirit of Struggle and Amazing Grief, which 
respectively meditate on the work of spirit and mourning in Black and multiracial 
freedom movements. 

 His writing is featured in The Guardian, The Boston Globe, New York Magazine, 
Socialism and Democracy, Harvard Journal of African American Public Policy, and 
There’s a Revolution Outside, My Love: Letters from a Crisis. 

 He begins his position as Assistant Professor in African American and African 
Diaspora Studies at Columbia University in Fall 2024. 

nyle fort, 2021–2024 
Princeton University, 
Department of Religion, 
PhD 2021 

Project: Amazing Grief:   
African American Mourning   
and Contemporary   
Black Activism 
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In his first year as a Fellow, Iheb Guermazi made considerable progress on 
several chapters of his book project. He delivered a lecture, based on his chapter 
focusing on the 1976 London World of Islam Festival, at the Society’s Thursday 
Lecture Series and in a seminar organized by Barnard Professor Ralph Ghoche 
entitled “Colonial Cities in the French Empire.” Dr. Guermazi shared his work 
on René Guénon’s theory of symbolic art (the subject of his third book chapter) 
at the Columbia University Seminar “Beyond France,” which focuses on the 
symbolic, aesthetic, and intellectual exchanges that have occurred within the 
French colonial empire since the seventeenth century. He also presented a 
shortened version of his fourth chapter on the artistic work and Sufi teachings 
of the Swiss mystic Frithjof Schuon at the Society of Fellows’s works-in-progress 
series and again at the ENAU (the National School of Architecture and Urbanism 
in Tunis) in December 2023. His work on Schuon came to the attention of several 
scholars at the Stockholm Moderna Museet, which led to a Swedish gallery 
commissioning him to curate an exhibition on the work of Ivan Aguéli (one of 
the central figures of Dr. Guermazi’s book project). With his Society of Fellows 
cohort, Dr. Guermazi will attend a writing retreat this summer to prepare his 
book proposal, hoping to have a fully fledged draft before September 2024. 

Iheb Guermazi, 2023–2026 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, History, Theory 
and Criticism of Architecture 
and Art, PhD 2022 

Project: The Spiritual Turn:   
Modern Sufism and the Study 
of Islamic Art and Architecture 
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During the 2023–24 academic year, Irina Kalinka published her article “Reading 
in Dark Times: Toward a Queer Politics of Repair” in the journal Media Theory 
(7.1) and worked to bring the pilot article for her book project, “The Political 
Imaginary of User Democracy,” to a submission-ready state. Dr. Kalinka also 
wrote on the term “Algorithm” for The Audiovisual Lexicon (ed. M. Solomon and 
V. Longo, University of Michigan Press), which is currently under review. 

In Fall 2023, Dr. Kalinka gave a talk on “Tech-Corporate Imaginaries and 
AI Systems” at the Politics & Ethics of AI Workshop at Aarhus University and 
presented both at the Association for Political Theory’s Annual Conference on 
“User Democracy” and at the Society for Literature, Science, and the Arts Annual 
Conference on “The Platform and the City: Solving the Problem of the Unruly 
Crowd.” In the spring, she spoke on “User Democracy” at Bard College and on 
“Engineering Diversity on Digital Platforms” at the Society for Cinema and Media 
Studies Annual Conference. 

 At Columbia, Dr. Kalinka joined the Extractive Media and Infrastructures 
Working Group and became affiliated with the Center for Comparative Media 
and its University Seminar. She also gave a talk in the Society’s Thursday Lecture 
Series on “The Political Imaginary of User Democracy” and served as a discussant 
for the Global Language Justice Book Launch Event, hosted by the Institute for 
Comparative Literature and Society. 

In June, Dr. Kalinka will be joining the Digital IDEAS Summer Institute on 
“Digital X Climate” at the Digital Studies Institute at the University of Michigan 
as an invited participant. During the summer, she will also put together and 
submit a panel proposal entitled “Romancing AI: Exploring Our Imaginary Bonds 
with Emerging Technologies” for the 2024 annual conference of the Society for 
Literature, Science, and the Arts, as well as a roundtable proposal on “Platform 
Politics” for the Society for Cinema and Media Studies Annual Conference (2025). 
Dr. Kalinka intends to finalize her book proposal for submission to presses in the 
year ahead. 

Irina Kalinka, 2023–2026 
Brown University, Modern 
Culture and Media,   
PhD 2023 

Project: The Political   
Imaginary of User   
Democracy 
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Maura Lucking joined the Society of Fellows in January 2024. Since that time, 
her focus has been on conceptually reworking sections of her dissertation in 
preparation as a book manuscript and on advancing her new research on Indian 
homebuilding. 

Dr. Lucking conducted research visits to archives at the National Archives, 
Connecticut State Library, Presbyterian Historical Society of Philadelphia, and 
Museum of Ojibwe Culture in St. Ignace, Michigan. She also gave a conference 
presentation and two invited talks on different facets of that material: industrial 
housing surveys on the Lac du Flambeau Ojibwe reservation at the Universities 
Art Association of Canada Annual Conference; the Women’s National Indian 
Association homebuilding department at the SOF/Heyman and the Sitka Cottage 
Settlement program run by the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions at the 
Buell Center for the Study of American Architecture. Her work will be published in 
two forms over the coming year: a short essay in the anthology Architecture and 
Abundance, edited by Lucia Allais and Aleksander Bierig, and in a special issue of the 
Architectural Theory Review entitled “Architectures of Informal Imperialism” edited 
by Yasmina El Chami and Sara Honarmand Ebrahimi. 

Dr. Lucking worked on strengthening her dissertation’s broader argument 
about the settler-colonial origins of the nineteenth-century US college campus. 
Presentations included an invited talk at Cornell University as part of the 
symposium “Labor Un: Imagined”; a conference paper at the Vernacular 
Architecture Forum that looked at student construction labor, vernacular materials, 
and aesthetics at US imperial schools in the Philippines and their relationship 
to land grant colleges and Indian boarding schools; and an invited lecture at 
Harvard University that refocused material on technical drawing and intellectual 
property at the Tuskegee Institute. She presented her chapter on the first purpose-
designed campus for an agricultural college, UMass Amherst, and its relationship 
to military space and agrarian free labor imaginaries at the Society’s work-in-
progress workshop. This chapter is scheduled for publication in the anthology 
Architecture and the American Present, edited by Charles Davis II, Kathryn Holliday, 
and Joanna Merwood-Salisbury. Over the summer, Dr. Lucking will participate in a 
book proposal writing group self-organized by the current Fellows, and she looks 
forward to foregrounding this project further in the coming year. 

Maura Lucking, 2024–2025 
University of California,   
Los Angeles, Department of 
Architecture, PhD 2023 

Project: Settler Campus:   
Racial Uplift, Free Labor,   
and Land Reform in American 
Design Education, 1862–1929 



During the 2023–24 academic year, Valeriia Mutc, whose research engages the 
fields of literature, theater, and the history of science, worked on three main 
projects: a book proposal; a draft of an essay that she workshopped at the SOF 
work-in-progress seminar; and revisions on a peer-reviewed journal article, 
which she will resubmit early in summer 2024. In conversations with colleagues 
at the Society of Fellows, she has refined her central claims and identified her 
critical intervention with greater precision. She looks forward to continuing such 
conversations over the summer in the informal book proposal writing sessions 
organized by the Fellows. 

Dr. Mutc delivered two invited lectures in classes at Columbia’s Department of 
Slavic Languages: “Ivan Turgenev, Science, and Russian Society in the 1860s” (Fall 
2023) and “The Moscow Arts Theater—Russian Drama and Theater”, Columbia 
University (Spring 2024). Additionally, she gave an invited talk for Columbia’s 
University Seminar in Slavic History and Culture entitled “Maksim Gorky and 
the All-Russia Exhibition of 1896.” Dr. Mutc also presented her research on the 
literary afterlives of science in Russia at both a virtual and an in-person panel 
at the 55th Annual Convention of the Association for Slavic, East European, and 
Eurasian Studies (2023). 

In March 2024, Dr. Mutc organized the conference “Plotting Publics: Science, 
Society, and Literature in Russia and Eastern Europe,” co-sponsored by the SOF/ 
Heyman, the Department of Slavic Languages, the Harriman Institute, and the 
Institute for Comparative Literature and Society. This conference, which brought 
together leading scholars working in science, society, and literature in Slavic 
studies, explored the intersections of literary culture and scientific study in 
Russia and Eastern Europe. Dr. Mutc presented her own work at this conference 
as well and plans to continue her collaboration with the colleagues she 
assembled, potentially through a special journal issue or a follow-up conference. 
In September 2024, Dr. Mutc will join the Russian Program at the University of 
California at Davis as an Assistant Professor of Russian. 

Valeriia Mutc, 2023–2024 
Yale University, Department 
of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures, PhD 2023 

Project: The Dramatic   
Turn: Science, Theater, and 
Russian Realism 
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Ege Yumuşak is a philosopher whose research examines political 
disagreement—its material foundations, social manifestations, and epistemic 
properties. This past year, her second as a Fellow, she continued work on a 
series of articles on the nature and significance of clashes of perspective in social 
life and presented work from this project to multiple audiences throughout 
the academic year, including at Princeton University, Rutgers University, and 
the University of British Columbia. At the American Philosophical Association’s 
Eastern Meeting in January 2024, Dr. Yumuşak gave comments in the symposia 
“The Problem of Warranted Objections” and “Perspectives on Perspectives,” 
the latter on a panel with Elisabeth Camp (Rutgers University). She received 
invitations this year to contribute to two edited volumes on philosophy of mind 
and has a forthcoming paper in Feminist Philosophical Quarterly. Other activities 
included teaching Contemporary Civilization and refereeing several papers for 
top journals in analytic philosophy. At the SOF/Heyman, she gave a talk entitled 
“Ideological Questions”; chaired talks by Jodi Dean and Tareq Baconi, as part of 
the Thursday Lecture Series; organized the conference “Beyond Polarization,” 
with support from the Departments of Philosophy and Political Science as well as 
the SOF/Heyman; and co-organized an event called “Music Against Empire” with 
Knar Abrahamyan (SOF 2022–23) with support from the SOF/Heyman, the Music 
Department, and the Maison Française. In September 2024, Dr. Yumuşak will 
begin her tenure-track appointment as Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Ege Yumuşak, 2022–2024 

Harvard University, Department 
of Philosophy, PhD 2022 

Project: Perspectival Clashes:   
Salience as a Site of Contestation 
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THURSDAY LECTURE SERIES 
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FALL 2023: FELLOWS’ TALKS 

In the fall, the Fellows present a 
lunchtime lecture featuring their 
own research for discussion and 
feedback. These lectures are chaired 
by Board members and open to the 
general public. 

21 September 2023 
“In the belly of this war machine 
there is a kind of peace” 
Emma Shaw Crane, Lecturer in 
Anthropology and in the Center for 
the Study of Ethnicity and Race 

5 October 2023 
“The Political Imaginary of User 
Democracy” 
Irina Kalinka, Lecturer in English 
and Comparative Literature and 
in the Institute for Comparative 
Literature and Society 

12 October 2023 
“Whatever Happened to 
Ottoman Autonomy? Imperial 
Confrontation, Archival 
Dissonance, Epistemic Erasure” 
Youssef Ben Ismail, Lecturer in 
Middle Eastern, South Asian,   
and African Studies 

26 October 2023 
“A Nonevent of Note: On Reading 
the Indemnification of the Formerly 
Enslaved in Colonial Senegal” 
A. Véronique Charles, Lecturer 
in African American and African 
Diaspora Studies 

9 November 2023 
“True Science: Leo Tolstoy and 
Popular Science in Late   
Imperial Russia” 
Valeriia Mutc, Lecturer in 
Slavic Languages 

16 November 2023 
“On The 1976 World of Islam 
Festival and the Question of Time” 
Iheb Guermazi, Lecturer in Art 
History and in Middle Eastern, 
South Asian, and African Studies 

30 November 2023 
“Ideological Questions” 
Ege Yumuşak, Lecturer in Philosophy 

7 December 2023 
“The Spiritual Life of Social 
Movements” 
nyle fort, Lecturer in African 
American and African 
Diaspora Studies 



In the spring, the Fellows, in consultation with the Society’s Directors, organize 
the Thursday Lecture Series around a single topic capacious enough to 
accommodate a variety of disciplinary perspectives. Fellows work together to 
determine speakers, and each is responsible for chairing a talk. 

The Spring 2024 theme for the series was “Alternatives/Concessions.” In 
framing something as an alternative, the theorist presupposes a normative point 
of departure and seeks to transcend it. An alternative exists only relationally 
as an “alternative to.” The social, political, and economic crises of our time 
demand urgent critiques of our normative orders that go hand in hand with 
radical alternative horizons. “Concessions” is here conceived as a site where 
foundational antagonism between norm and alternative unfolds. It brings to the 
fore the long history of mediations and compromise that the radicality of the 
alternative often occults. 

Exploring alternatives does not necessarily mean engaging in an imaginative, 
future-oriented endeavor. It can point to the study of new impossibilities, 
missed opportunities, and historical foreclosures. In the past tense, the distance 
between a norm and its alternatives frequently registers as forms of violence: 
physical, political, epistemic. To consider historical alternatives, then, is to 
disabuse ourselves of our universalisms and fatalistic notions of inevitability, to 
recast modernity as a contingent epistemological order, and to restore to the 
past the full spectrum of its possible futures. 

The series speakers were invited to engage alternative histories, theories, 
and futures, and to examine the multiple concessions that accompany the 
construction of such alternatives. 

15 February 2024 
“Violent Homemaking: The 
Indian Model Cottage, Gendered 
Philanthropy, and Tutelary   
Settler Colonialism” 
Maura Lucking, Lecturer in the 
Graduate School of Architecture, 
Planning and Preservation 

22 February 2024 
“Who Can Be Defended?” 
Jodi Dean, Professor in Politics, 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges 

29 February 2024 
“Gaza as Epicentre:   
An Alternative Reading” 
Tareq Baconi, Writer and 
Independent Scholar 

7 March 2024 
“Exploring the Politics of Dignity in 
the Spaces of Death” 
Randa M. Wahbe, Doctoral 
Candidate, Department of 
Anthropology, Harvard University 
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SPRING 2024: ALTERNATIVES/CONCESSIONS 



21 March 2024 
“Palestine and the Origins of   
Afro-Asian Thought” 
Esmat Elhalaby, Professor of 
Transnational History, University   
of Toronto 

28 March 2024 
“Literary Marronnage in the   
Colonial Indian Ocean: Slavery’s 
Alternate Futures” 
Pratima Prasad, Professor of French, 
University of Massachusetts Boston 

4 April 2024 (CANCELED) 
“Mapping as Decolonial Praxis: From 
Algeria to Palestine and Hawaii” 
Nour Joudah, Assistant Professor of 
Asian American Studies, University 
of California, Los Angeles 

11 April 2024 
“Sketching the Underground: 
Paradoxes of Becoming Modern in 
Imperial Russia’s Natural Resource 
Frontiers” 
Colleen McQuillen, Associate 
Professor of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures, University of Southern 
California 

25 April 2024 (CANCELED) 
“The Smartness Mandate: Neo-
liberalism, Artificial Intelligence, 
and Politics” 
Orit Halpern, Professor of   
Digital Cultures, Technische 
Universität Dresden 

SPRING 2024: ALTERNATIVES/CONCESSIONS

Annual Report |  25 



113 Total Events 

COLLABORATING PARTNERS IN 2023–2024 

Anthropology 

Art and Resistance 
Through Education 

Art History and   
Archaeology 

African American and   
African Diaspora Studies 

Barnard and Columbia 
Colleges Architecture 
Department 

Barnard English   
Department 

Ben’s Friends 

Center for Contemporary 
Critical Thought 

Center for Mexico and 
Central America 

Center for Palestine 
Studies 

Center for Science   
and Society 

Classics 

Colloquium on Literacies 
Across East Asia 

Columbia Global Center |   
Paris 

Columbia Global Reports 

Columbia Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion 

Columbia Recovery 
Coalition 

Columbia World Projects 

Critical Chinese   
Humanities Series 

Dart Center for   
Journalism and Trauma 

Dear Mama 

East Asian Languages   
and Cultures 

English and Comparative 
Literature 

Eric H. Holder Jr. Initiative 
for Civil and Political Rights 

Families for Freedom 

Forum at Columbia 

French 

Glucksman Ireland House 

Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences 

Harriman Institute 

Heyman Fellows 

Hispanic Institute for   
Latin American and   
Iberian Cultures 

History 

Humanities Dean 

Humanities Research 
Center, Virginia   
Commonwealth University 

Institute for African Studies 

Institute for Comparative 
Literature and Society 

Institute for Ideas and 
Imagination 

Institute for Just Societies 

Institute for Religion,   
Culture, and Public Life 

Institute for Social and 
Economic Research   
and Policy 

Institute for the Study of 
Sexuality and Gender 

Institute of Latin American 
Studies 

Irish Consulate 

Italian 

Italian Academy 

Latin American and   
Iberian Cultures 

Maison Française 

Middle East Institute   

Middle Eastern, South 
Asian, and African Studies 

Music 

Office of the Provost 

Philosophy 

Political Science 

Program in Hellenic 
Studies 

Recovery Working Group 
at the Center for Social 
Difference 

Religion 

School of the Arts 

Slavic Languages 

Solomonoff Architecture 
Studio 

South Asia Institute   

Stavros Niarchos   
Foundation Public   
Humanities Initiative 

Sundial House 

Tamer Center for   
Social Enterprise 

Undocumented   
Migration Project 

University Seminar in 
Cultural Memory 

Weatherhead East   
Asian Institute 

YEAR IN REVIEW 

60 Cosponsored Events 

53 Events Led by the SOF/Heyman 

26  | Annual Report 



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 



T he SOF/Heyman offers 
opportunities for faculty, 
postdoctoral scholars, 
students, artists, practitioners, 

and community members to 
participate in cross-disciplinary 
inquiry that promotes the public 
good. Our programming includes 
workshops, conferences, lectures, 
seminars, performances, and public 
humanities collaborations organized 
independently and in collaboration 
with departments and institutes such 
as the Center for Palestine Studies, the 
Columbia Center for Contemporary 
Critical Thought, and the Maison 
Française. For a complete list of 
sponsored events, please visit our 
website: sofheyman.org. 
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21–23 September 2023 
Recovery in Practice 
John Freyer (artist and co-organizer), Kaveh Akbar 
(poet), Kasey Anderson (songwriter), Jason Alley 
(chef), Tom Bannard (counselor), Rev. Jan Brown 
(educator), Elizabeth Crane (author), Kristine De Jesus 
(co-organizer), Carl Erik Fisher, MD (author), Morgan 
Godvin (writer), Valley Haggard (author), Leslie Jamison 
(author), Rebecca Jordan-Young (researcher), Mary 
Karr (author), Caleb Knight (poet), Fernando Montero 
(researcher), Keith Murphy (counselor), Joy Priest 
(poet), Zachary Sharaga (founder, Dear Mama), Dziko 
Singleton (counselor), Amanda Valdez (artist), Noel Vest 
(researcher), Paul Villinski (artist) 
For co-sponsors and more information, please see the 
description under Health and Medical Humanities on 
page 42. 

How do recovery journeys—both individual and 
collective—inspire creative processes, inform research 
trajectories, and build community? To answer this question, 
community members gathered at The Forum with artists, 
authors, activists, and scientific researchers who shared 
their stories and fostered conversations about what it 
means to practice recovery. Through artworks, scientific 
research, and creative writing, conference speakers offered 
strategies for coalition building and harm reduction to 
achieve social impact for the Columbia and Manhattanville 
communities. The conference carefully attended to the 
intersectional nexus between recovery and decarceration, 
foregrounding voices of formerly incarcerated individuals. 
This creative, multipart gathering was open to the public 

https://sofheyman.org/
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and featured a Free Narcan Bike, Free Hot Coffee Bike, and 
Free Library Bike for guests to ride, and provided space for 
vendor, sponsor, and community group tabling. During the 
keynote, audience members had twenty-minute, one-on-
one “Free Ice Water” conversations about turning points 
in their lives. Other offerings included Free Hot Supper, a 
writing workshop, and a service project. 

28 September 2023 
The Edward W. Said Memorial Lecture:   
Recognizing the Stranger 
Isabella Hammad 
The Edward W. Said Memorial Lecture is given once 
a year in honor of the public intellectual and literary 
critic Edward W. Said, who taught in the English and 
Comparative Literature Department at Columbia from 
1963 until 2003. Professor Said was perhaps best 
known for his books Orientalism (1978) and Culture 
and Imperialism (1993), both of which made major 
contributions to the field of cultural and postcolonial 
studies. This lecture pays tribute to Professor Said by 
bringing to Columbia speakers who share his humanistic 
concerns and address the legacy of his work. The 2023 
Said Lecturer, author Isabella Hammad, spoke about 
narrative form and its relationship to discourse around 
Palestine and Palestinian history through the lens of 
anagnorisis, or recognition, a narrative turning point based 
on a moment of sudden awakening or understanding. 
This Edward W. Said Memorial Lecture commemorated 
the 20th anniversary of Professor Said’s death in 
September 2003. 

5 October 2023 
Crooked Plow: Translating Social Justice in Brazil 
Moderated by Brazilianist Amy Chazkel, this event 
featured a panel discussion of Crooked Plow, the award-
winning and best-selling novel by Itamar Vieira Junior, 
which was shortlisted for the 2024 International Booker 
Prize. Vieira Junior spoke with feminist anthropologist 
and political activist Keisha-Khan Perry and the poet 
Johnny Lorenz, who translated Crooked Plow into English, 
about literary writing, social justice work, and the long 
shadow that slavery casts. Collectively, they considered 
how profoundly local textures of daily life and historical 
memory can resonate beyond the places that inspired 
them. Co-sponsored by the University Seminar in Public 
Humanities (see p. 41). 

27 November 2023 
A New Chapter: Women Writing Northern Ireland Now 
Organized in partnership with the Irish Consulate, the 
Northern Ireland Bureau, Columbia’s Dart Center for 
Journalism and Trauma, NYU’s Glucksman Ireland House, 
Global Irish Studies at Georgetown University, and the 
Center for Irish Studies at Villanova University, this event 
was the first in a multi-venue series celebrating writing by 
a generation of women who came of age in the aftermath 
of the Good Friday Agreement. After reading from their 
own works, award-winning authors Lucy Caldwell, Jan 
Carson, and Michelle Gallen discussed growing up in 
Northern Ireland during the Troubles and its continuing 
impact on their lives, communities, creative work, and 
Irish culture more broadly. The Irish novelist Caoilinn 
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Hughes and the Belfast-born historian Stephanie McCurry 
moderated the discussion and the audience Q&A. This 
event coincided with both the 25th anniversary of the 
Good Friday Agreement and the first US publication of 
some of these writers’ work. 

11 April 2024 
“Either I’m Nobody or I’m a Nation”: A Conversation with 
Amitava Kumar, Devika Rege, and Naeem Mohaiemen 
In what ways do writers reinforce essentialist ideas 
or challenge majoritarian views with regard to the 
nation-state? What stories stand—sometimes silently, 
but at other times not—besides the dominant or most 
powerful ones? What constitutes the dynamic interplay 
between democratic politics and literary forms? In light 
of these questions, South Asian writers Amitava Kumar 
(My Beloved Life: A Novel), Devika Rege (Quarterlife), and 
Naeem Mohaiemen (Midnight’s Third Child, SOF 2020–21) 
discussed their recently published works, each of which is 
connected, in one way or another, by the idea of coming 
together and apart in the same breath. This roundtable 
discussion was moderated by the film and media scholar 
Debashree Mukherjee (Heyman Fellow, 2021–2022) and 
co-sponsored by the Heyman Fellows Program, the South 
Asia Institute, and the School of the Arts. 

During their years in residence, Fellows are encouraged to 
collaborate with faculty in their home departments, other 
Fellows, and SOF alumni on conferences, workshops, 
and other events that promote community engagement 
with the humanities and otherwise contribute to the 
intellectual life of the University. 

28 September 2023 
Music Against Empire: Contemporary and Historical 
Excavations of Trauma and Resistance 
Hiba Abid (New York Public Library), Knar Abrahamyan 
(SOF 2022–23), Layale Chaker (composer) Jill Jarvis (Yale 
University), and Ege Yumuşak (SOF 2022–24) 
Co-organized by Knar Abrahamyan and Ege Yumuşak, 
this public conversation engaged with historical and 
contemporary musical sources that foreground resistance 
to erasure, oppression, and cultural assimilation. Layale 
Chaker performed music from her ensemble Sarafand’s 
new project, Radio Afloat, which, inspired by a poem 
by Lebanese author Ounsi el-Hage, reflects on the 
intertwined destinies of people and the natural world— 
an intertwining that resonates especially loudly in times 
of collective pain. Both the performance and the public 
conversation addressed the ebb and flow of political 
power and conflict, which exacerbate the vulnerability of 
the land and those who tend to it. 

ORGANIZED BY FELLOWS 
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8 November 2023 
Beyond Polarization: Epistemic Distortion and Criticism 
Robin Celikates (Freie Universität Berlin), Nicolas Côté (University of 
Glasgow), Charles Des Portes (Leeds University), Sanford Diehl (New 
York University), Daniela Dover (University of Oxford), Lidal Dror 
(Princeton University), Jade Fletcher (University of St Andrews), Joshua 
Habgood-Coote (University of Leeds), Mie Inouye (Bard College), Cain 
Shelley (Goethe University Frankfurt), Sabina Vaccarino Bremner 
(University of Pennsylvania), and Susanna Siegel (Harvard University) 
Ege Yumuşak (SOF 2022–24) 
This workshop, organized by Ege Yumusak, aimed to go beyond such 
pronouncements as “we are polarized” or “partisanship is on the rise” and 
to begin instead to think through epistemic distortions at the individual 
and intersubjective levels. Focusing on the role of criticism and critique in 
facilitating belief and social change, as well as on the idea of reconciliation, the 
workshop asked the following questions: In what ways are individual beliefs 
about domination/social structures epistemically distorted? What explains why 
social beliefs are epistemically distorted? What are the normative upshots of 
epistemic distortion for social relationships like allyship, comradeship, and 
friendship? Ought polarization to be remedied? Which epistemic resources and 
theoretical frameworks avail themselves of emancipatory potential? 

29–30 March 2024 
Plotting Publics: Science, Society, and Literature in Russia and   
Eastern Europe 
Organized by Valeriia Mutc (SOF 2023–24), this conference explored the 
intersections of literary culture and the scientific study of society in Russia and 
Eastern Europe. Panelists considered what epistemic frameworks literature 
offered to the emergent “science of society”—understood broadly as studies of 
society, its economy, and governance—and from what disciplines it borrowed. 
What methodological, theoretical, and political approaches did both domains 

ORGANIZED BY FELLOWS
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of knowledge share, and how did they diverge? What can 
we learn by examining the two, in tandem, as building 
upon or contesting one another? The conference focused 
on the political implications of literature’s entanglement 
with the social science project and aimed to uncover a 
shared methodology of society, as well as to identify the 
dynamic vision of how social, ethnic, racial, and national 
identities are plotted and maintained throughout history. 
Participants included Jinyi Chu (Yale University), Zachary 
J. Deming, Veniamin Gushchin, Kimberly Jannarone (Yale 
University), D. Brian Kim (University of Pennsylvania), 
Chloë Kitzinger (Rutgers University), Mark Lipovetsky, 
Anne Lounsbery (New York University), Jessica Merrill, 
Marina Mogilner (University of Illinois at Chicago), Jillian 
Porter (New York University), Cate Reilly (Duke University), 
Vadim Shneyder (University of California, Los Angeles), 
Alexey Shvyrkov, Julia Vaingurt (University of Illinois 
at Chicago), Ilya Vinitsky (Princeton University), Maya 
Vinokour (New York University), and Alisa Zhulina (New 
York University. 

24 April 2024 
Black Studies x French Studies 
Jacqueline Cofield (arts advocate), Mariane Ibrahim 
(gallerist), Amandine Nana (curator), Jennifer Padjemi 
(journalist), Léa Mormin-Chauvac (journalist), Carmen 
Diop (Université Paris VIII), Noémi Michel (Chercheuse-
Enseignante Indépendante) 
How might we consider Black Studies as a central 
undercurrent in hexagonal France and not as a mere 
imposition from the Anglo-American world? Co-organized 
by A. Véronique Charles (SOF 2022–25) at Columbia 
Global Center | Paris as part of the Afro-Francospheres 
& BlackFranceNoire Conversation Series, this discussion 
reestablished the centrality of Négritude—the cultural and 
political movement founded by students in the Quartier 
Latin in the 1930s—to the history of Black Studies. 
Although not institutionalized within the French academy 
until decades later, Négritude predates the groundswell 
of student protests in the 1960s that resulted in the 
gradual establishment of Black Studies departments 
in the North Atlantic—notably in the United States but 
also in the United Kingdom and Canada—which, in 
turn, greatly shaped scholarship on the history of the 
European empire, slavery studies, feminism, literature, 
performance, and art. 

ORGANIZED BY FELLOWS 



SERIES 



NEW BOOKS 

Arts Sciences 
i  n  t  h e  

& 

25 October 2023 
Jo Ann Cavallo, The Sicilian Puppet 
Theater of Agrippino Manteo (1884– 
1947): The Paladins of France in 
America (Anthem Press) 
Barbara Faedda, Jhumpa Lahiri, 
Anna Lomax Wood (public folklorist), 
Konstantina Zanou 

29 November 2023 
Nicholas Dames, The Chapter:   
A Segmented History from Antiquity   
to the Twenty-First Century 
(Princeton University Press) 
Denise Cruz, Merve Emre (Wesleyan 
University), Joseph Howley,   
Dennis Yi Tenen 

5 December 2023 
Eleanor Johnson, Waste and the 
Wasters: Poetry and Ecosystemic 
Thought in Medieval England 
(University of Chicago Press) 
Denise Cruz, Jack Halberstam,   
Brooke Holmes (Princeton   
University), Eliza Zingesser 

6 February 2024 
Anooradha Iyer Siddiqi, Architecture 
of Migration: The Dadaab Refugee 
Camps and Humanitarian Settlement 
(Duke University Press) 
Hiba Bou Akar, Brian Larkin,   
Anupama Rao, Miriam Ticktin   
(CUNY Graduate Center) 

8 February 2024 
Ryan Carr, Samson Occom: Radical 
Hospitality in the Native Northeast 
(Columbia University Press) 
Amy Besaw Medford (Harvard 
University), Matthew Engelke, Dustin 
Stewart, Hilary Wyss (Trinity College) 

26 February 2024 
Jayne Hildebrand, Novel 
Environments: Science, Description, 
and Victorian Fiction (Oxford 
University Press) 
Nicholas Dames, Nathan Hensley 
(Georgetown University), Eleanor 
Johnson, William Sharpe 

New Books in the 
Arts and Sciences 

Co-sponsored by the Society of Fellows 
and Heyman Center for Humanities, 
the Office of the Divisional Deans in 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and 
the Institute for Social and Economic 
Research and Policy, this series 
celebrates recent work by Columbia 
and Barnard faculty with panel 
discussions of their new books. Unless 
otherwise noted, the participants are 
Columbia or Barnard faculty.   

10 October 2023 
Ellen Morris, Famine and Feast 
in Ancient Egypt (Cambridge   
University Press) 
Zoë Crossland, John Ma, Joseph 
Manning (Yale University), Nancy 
Worman 

19 October 2023 
Justin Clarke-Doane, Mathematics 
and Metaphilosophy (Cambridge 
University Press) 
David Z. Albert, Jenann Ismael (Johns 
Hopkins University), Christopher A.B. 
Peacocke, Jeannette M. Wing 
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1 March 2024 
Pamela H. Smith, From Lived 
Experience to the Written Word: 
Reconstructing Practical Knowledge   
in the Early Modern World   
(University of Chicago Press) 
Caroline Bynum, Deborah L. Krohn 
(Bard Graduate Center), Pablo Piccato, 
Caterina Pizzigoni 

7 March 2024 
Alessandra Russo, A New   
Antiquity: Art and Humanity as 
Universal, 1400–1600 (Penn State 
University Press) 
Sarah Cole, Michael Cole,   
Cécile Fromont (Yale University),   
Seth Kimmel 

26 March 2024 
Julia Bryan-Wilson, Louise Nevelson’s 
Sculpture: Drag, Color, Join, Face   
(Yale University Press) 
Jack Halberstam, Kellie Jones, Zoe 
Leonard (artist), Wendy S. Walters 

27 March 2024 
Hamid Dabashi, The Persian 
Prince: The Rise and Resurrection 
of an Imperial Archetype (Stanford 
University Press) 
Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet (University of 
Pennsylvania), Debashree Mukherjee, 
Pier Mattia Tommasino, Alison Vacca 

9 April 2024 
Ana Fernández-Cebrián, Fables of 
Development: Capitalism and Social 
Imaginaries in Spain (1950–1967) 
(Liverpool University Press) 
Bruno Bosteels, Pablo Piccato, 
Alessandra Russo, Benita Sampedro 
Vizcaya (Hofstra University) 

17 April 2024 
Dennis Yi Tenen, Literary Theory for 
Robots: How Computers Learned to 
Write (Norton) 
Lucia Allais, Denise Cruz, John   
Durham Peters (Yale University) 



Coöperism 13/13 

Coöperism 13/13 is the ninth 13/13 seminar series organized by the Columbia 
Center for Contemporary Critical Thought. Each year the seminar takes up 
a different set of topics at the heart of contemporary critical thought and 
action in philosophy, politics, law, and social inquiry. Coöperism focused on 
two questions: What are the most promising forms of cooperation that can 
be harnessed to build a more sustainable, equal, and just society? And is it 
possible to imagine a robust regime of “Coöperism” that would eclipse current 
forms of neoliberal capitalism? The series sought to examine and evaluate 
different cooperative initiatives, to understand how they are constructed and 
maintained, to see how they work and whether they might work together, to 
ask whether they can serve as exemplars, and to determine how they might 
influence our critical praxis. 

cooperism.law.columbia.edu 
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6 September 2023 
1/13 | Defend the Atlanta 
Forest/#StopCopCity, the ZAD 
de Notre-Dame-des-Landes, and 
Temporary Autonomous Zones 
Kamau Franklin, Bernard E.   
Harcourt, André Pettman,   
Tiffany Williams Roberts 

20 September 2023 
2/13 | Cooperation: A Political, 
Economic, and Social Theory 
Rahel Jaeggi, Bernard E. Harcourt, Jens 
Meierhenrich 

27 September 2023 
3/13 | Radical Acts of Justice 
Osyrus Boll, Bernard E. Harcourt, 
Tracy McCarter, Jocelyn Simonson 

18 October 2023 
4/13 | Histories of Cooperative 
Resistance in Brazil and the 
Landless Workers Movement 
Bethania Assy, Bernard E. Harcourt, 
Antonio Pele 

24 October 2023 
5/13 | Étienne Balibar on Marx   
and Cooperation 
Étienne Balibar, Bernard E. Harcourt 

1 November 2023 
6/13 | Public Seminar in 
Construction (at the Centre 
international de criminologie 
comparée) 
Bernard E. Harcourt 

29 November 2023 
7/13 | Simone Weil on Cooperation 
Benjamin Davis, Frieda Ekotto, 
Bernard E. Harcourt 

6 December 2023 
8/13 | The Frankfurt School 
Critique of National Socialism   
and State Capitalism 
Bernard E. Harcourt, Clara Maier, Jens 
Meierhenrich, William E. Scheuerman 

24 January 2024 
9/13 | Lorraine Daston: How 
Scientists Learned to Cooperate 
Lorraine Daston, William Deringer, 
Nicholas Lemann, Alma Steingart 

21 February 2024 
10/13 | The Black Panther Party 
and Cooperation 
Suzanne Cope, Flores Forbes, Bernard 
E. Harcourt, Jamal Joseph 

6 March 2024 
11/13 | Rescue at Sea: Theory   
and Praxis 
Chloe Howe Haralambous, Bernard E. 
Harcourt 

17 April 2024 
12/13 | Axel Honneth and the 
Democratization of the Workplace 
Bernard E. Harcourt, Axel Honneth 

1 May 2024 
13/13 | In Exile: The Cooperative 
University with Kali Akuno 
Kali Akuno, Bernard E. Harcourt 



PUBLIC HUMANITIES 



F or the past decade, the SOF/Heyman has been a leader in 
initiating, sponsoring, or otherwise supporting a wide range 
of projects and activities aimed at advancing Columbia 
University’s “Fourth Purpose”: that is, “to leverage knowledge 

and research to create real-world impact and to serve the public 
good.” Such signature initiatives as Humanities in Practice, Health 
and Medical Humanities, and Justice-in-Education bring humanities 
thinking and values to bear in building partnerships across Columbia 
as well as with other humanities centers, civic and educational 
institutions, nonprofit organizations, and community members— 
working together in confronting the great challenges of our time 
and striving to effect meaningful change. 

Humanities in Practice Initiative 

Humanities in Practice provides opportunities for Columbia faculty and students 
to engage in public-facing scholarship that addresses issues of social concern. A 
key feature of Humanities in Practice is the Public Humanities Graduate Fellowship, 
which provides funding for Columbia graduate students to work on projects 
that produce knowledge, advance understanding, and strengthen community 
partnerships. Over the years, Public Humanities Fellows have developed projects 
that have addressed systemic racism, carceral education, urban justice, and COVID 
recovery, among other issues. 
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2023–2024 Public Humanities 
Graduate Fellows 

Eva Arroyo, 
Department of Ecology, Evolution, 
and Environmental Biology 
Project: Ecotext: A Hypertext of 
Climate Emotions 
An online installation and 
interdisciplinary public platform for 
feelings, stories, and ideas around 
climate change that aims to show the 
complex ecology of a story built by 
many people as well as to allow for 
evolving contributions that modulate 
the very structure of a story. 

Mónica Ramírez Bernal, 
Department of Latin American 
and Iberian Cultures 
Miguel Ángel Blanco Martínez, 
Department of Latin American 
and Iberian Cultures 
Andrei Guadarrama, 
Department of History 
Project: Deliveristas: Mapping 
Immigrant Workers’ Rights in New York 
In partnership with Los Deliveristas 
Unidos, the project leaders propose 
to develop digital resources to 
produce story maps that bring 

public awareness to the activism of 
food delivery workers, who—as un/ 
documented migrants from Latin 
America without labor protection— 
face particularly severe health, 
security, material, and financial 
hardships. 

Claire Dillon, 
Department of Art History and 
Archaeology 
Project: Medievalist Toolkit 
The Medievalist Toolkit is a collective 
working to deradicalize uses of 
the Middle Ages that legitimize 
extremism and violence. We 
collaborate with and develop 
materials for social workers and 
other professionals combating 
misinformation. Our mission is to 
create dialogue between scholars 
and public-facing professionals and 
to develop methods and resources 
with tangible impact. 

Mia Florin-Sefton, 
Department of English and 
Comparative Literature 
Project: An Inside History: 
Rewriting the Women’s Prison 
Reformatory Movement 
This collaborative research project will 
design a syllabus on the history of the 
Taconic Correctional Facility, New York’s 
first modern “reformatory” for women. 
Over the course of two semesters, 
incarcerated students will research the 
history of Taconic, and their findings 
will be published as a pamphlet at the 
end of the academic year. 

Juliette Gudknecht, 
Department of Health and Behavior 
Studies, Teacher’s College 
Project: Society’s View of Autism 
This project organizes conversations, 
as well as opportunities for 
individual and group reflection, 
among diverse stakeholders, 
culminating in public-facing 
discussions that encourage 
inclusivity, dialogue, and an 
informed and compassionate 
understanding of autism. 
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Public Humanities 
Workshop 
(University Seminars) 

Closely aligned with the 
Humanities in Practice 
Initiative, the Public Humanities 
Workshop launched in Spring 
2022 under the sponsorship of 
University Seminars. Members 
of this interdisciplinary seminar 
meet online several times a 
year to share best practices 
for engaged scholarship 
and successful models for 
public humanities research. 
Chaired by JM Chris Chang, 
Amy Chazkel, Eileen Gillooly, 
Maria González Pendas, 
and Amy Starecheski, the 
Public Humanities Workshop 
brings together scholars and 
practitioners representing over 
fifteen different institutions 
across the Northeast to foster 
collaborations and build cross-
institutional support for   
this emerging field of study 
and research. 

29 September 2023 
The Public Humanities after 
COVID-19: A Conversation with the 
Humanities New York Fellows 
Speakers: Lauren Cooper, Syracuse 
University; Joanna Beltrán Girón, 
CUNY; Alexa Rodriguez, The 
TransLatin@ Coalition: Shruti Jain, 
Binghamton University; Le Li, 
Binghamton University 
Moderator: Adam Capitanio, 
Humanities New York 

5 October 2023 
Crooked Plow: Translating Social 
Justice in Brazil 
Speakers: Itamar Vieira Junior, author of 
Crooked Plow; Johnny Lorenz, poet and 
translator (Montclair State University); 
Keisha-Khan Perry, University of 
Pennsylvania 
Moderator: Amy Chazkel 

28 November 2023 
The Ethics of Public Archaeology 
Speakers: Meredith Linn, Bard 
Graduate Center / Seneca Village 
Project; Christopher Matthews, 
Montclair State University 

25 January 2024 
A Bag Full of Telephone Cards: 
Exhibiting the Archive of Albanian 
Immigration to Greece 
in collaboration with the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation Public 
Humanities Initiative 
Speaker: Ilirida Musaraj, The 
Contemporary Social History Archives 
Respondent: Amy Starecheski 

http://www.sofheyman.org/public-humanities/humanities-in-practice


Health and Medical Humanities Initiative 

The emergent field of Health and Medical Humanities offers 
a broad, interdisciplinary approach to the challenges of 
writing about embodied experiences that resist easy verbal 
categorization, such as illness, pain, and healing. It provides 
a way to study the influence of medico-scientific ideas and 
practices on society, to represent and interpret cultural products 
from the past and present through medical models, and to 
establish a set of humanistic competencies (e.g., observation, 
attention, judgment, narrative, historical perspective, ethics, 
creativity) that can inform medical practice. 

 The Health and Medical Humanities Initiative is organized 
by Arden Hegele (SOF 2016–2019; Lecturer in the Discipline of 
English and Comparative Literature, Affiliated Faculty in ICLS-
Medical Humanities). In September 2023, with the support of 
the staff of the SOF/Heyman, the Initiative organized Recovery 
in Practice, a multi-institutional, multidisciplinary, three-day 
conference headlined by John Freyer (Virginia Commonwealth 
University) and Leslie Jamison (School of the Arts). Held on the 
Manhattanville campus and welcoming members of the local 
community, the conference brought together artists, humanities 
scholars, health professionals, and medical researchers working 

on coalition building and harm reduction in order 
to spark new approaches to recovery journeys. 
The conference was co-sponsored by Ben’s 
Friends, Columbia Recovery Coalition, Columbia 
World Projects, Dear Mama Cafe, The Forum, 
Department of Medical Humanities and Ethics 
(Columbia University Irving Medical Center), 
Recovery Working Group (Center for the Study 
of Social Difference), and Humanities Research 
Center (Virginia Commonwealth University). For 
more information, please see the event highlight 
on page 28 of this report. 

Other activities undertaken by the Health and 
Humanities Initiative include providing leadership 
and administrative support to the Medical and 
Health Humanities Network of the Consortium 
of Humanities Centers and Institutes (CHCI) and 
co-sponsoring Synapsis: A Health Humanities Journal 
(co-edited by Arden Hegele and Rishi Goyal). 
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Recovery in Practice. Photographs by Gabriel Gomez-Bush. 



7 February 2024 
Art as a Practice of Freedom 
Artists and arts educators Kristina 
Binova, Shedrick Blackwell, Amaury 
Bonilla, Ivan Calaff, and Mia Ruyter 
discussed the power of art-making to 
heal, educate, and create a liberatory 
space even in a carceral setting. 

6 March 2024 
Antigone Bound in a Mexico City 
Women’s Prison 
In 2018, Andrew Parker (Rutgers 
University) visited Santa Martha 
Acatitla, Mexico’s maximum-security 
prison for women, where he 
attended a screening of Antigone, a 
short video created by the women in 
their “arts education” program that, 
like Sophocles’s heroine, protestst 
their imprisonment and the power of 
the state.  

Justice Forum 

Justice Forum is a platform 
for presenting ideas 
about education, the arts, 
and other emancipatory 
practices that resist 
racism, confinement, and 
structural inequalities more 
broadly. Organized by 
Neni Panourgiá (Academic 
Advisor, JIE Scholars 
Program), Justice Forum 
is sponsored by the SOF/ 
Heyman in support of 
the Justice-in-Education 
Initiative and co-sponsored 
by the Institute for Religion, 
Culture, and Public Life; the 
Center for American Studies; 
the Tamer Center for Social 
Enterprise; the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation Public 
Humanities Initiative; the 
Sing Sing Prison Museum; 
and the Departments of 
Music, Latin American and 
Iberian Cultures, Classics, 
and African American and 
African Diaspora Studies. 

Justice Forum Events 

28 October 2023 
Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Decides?: 
The Art of Kenneth Reams 
Kenneth Reams was on death row for 
over twenty-five years. While he and 
his legal team worked to overturn 
his conviction, Mr. Reams turned to 
art, producing meticulous drawings, 
paintings, and sculptures that tell the 
macabre history of the death penalty 
in America. 

1 November 2023 
Hostile Terrain 94: A Public   
Art Exhibition 
Hostile Terrain 94 (HT94) is a 
participatory art project, sponsored 
and organized by the Undocumented 
Migration Project (UMP), comprising 
over 3,400 handwritten toe tags that 
represent migrants who died trying to 
cross the Sonoran Desert of Arizona 
between the mid-1990s and 2022. 
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3 April 2024 
Music of the Oppressed:   
Tradition, Un-tradition, and   
the Unschooling of Music 
Celebrated musical artists Helga 
Davis and Alkinoos Ioannidis joined in 
conversation about their compositions 
and performances as politically 
engaged pedagogical projects that, 
recalling the work of Paulo Freire 
(Pedagogy of the Oppressed), seek 
to transform the traditional power 
dynamics of music education to give 
voice to the socially marginalized.   

17 April 2024 
Species of Heterotopia:   
From Ellis Island to Leros 
Photographer and doctoral candidate 
Nitouche Anthousssi (Paris 1 
Pantheón-Sorbonne University) 
presented research and images 
from her project comparing the 
artistic, historical, social, and spatial 
appropriations of individuals confined 
at Ellis Island (New York) and those at 
Leros Island (Greece). 
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Funded by the Office of the 
Executive Vice President for 
Arts and Sciences, the Heyman 
Center Fellowships provided 
course relief to four junior and 
four senior members of the 
Columbia and Barnard faculty, 
affording them time to advance 
their research and to attend 
a weekly works-in-progress 
seminar. Four post-MPhil 
graduate students were also 
appointed as Heyman Fellows 
and received a $5,000 research 
allowance for their participation. 
In addition to providing the 
opportunity to share research 
with colleagues across the 
University, the seminar fostered 
discussion across disciplines and 
fields, creating opportunities 
for collaborative research and 
teaching in future semesters. 

FELLOWS 2023–2024 
HEYMAN CENTER 

Stefan Andriopoulos 
German 
Project Title: Rumor and Media:   
On Circulations and Credence 

Mana Kia 
Middle Eastern, South Asian,   
and African Studies 
Project Title: Sensibilities of   
Belonging: The Transregional   
Persianate across Iran and India 

Gregory Mann 
History 
Project Title: Africa & France 

Jennifer Wenzel 
English and Comparative Literature 
and Middle Eastern, South Asian, and 
African Studies 
Project Title: The Fossil-Fueled 
Imagination: How (and Why) to   
Read for Energy 

Nicholas Bartlett 
East Asian Languages and Cultures 
Project Title: Interpreting Authority 

Alessandra Ciucci 
Music 
Project Title: Nass el Ghiwane: Popular 
Music and the Sound of Protest in 
Morocco (1970s–1990s) 

Sailakshmi Ramgopal 
History 
Project Title: Romans Abroad: 
Citizenship, Place, and Empire 

Francey Russell 
Philosophy 
Project Title: Opaque Animals 
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“Support from the Heyman Center was vital for the progress 
of my project. Not only did the fellowship fund my trips to 
archives in South America; the weekly conversations with the 
other fellows allowed me to articulate my project in a way that 
could be legible to scholars across subfields and disciplines.” 
—Mariana Katz 

“I really love the structure of the program. The organization 
of the weekly meetings and informal outside gatherings 
do a great job of creating a feeling of community. It is the 
only group I have ever taken part in that fosters an ongoing 
dialogue between tenured professors, junior faculty, and 
advanced PhD students. I was truly impressed at how 
we managed to minimize the hierarchies that feature so 
prominently in academia and speak to each other across 
disciplines and stages of our careers. It was a profoundly 
valuable experience.” 
—Nicholas Bartlett 

“This is not the first yearlong fellowship that I have held 
but, without any doubt, this was my best experience. The 
intellectual level of all our seminars was unmatched, and every 
Monday I left feeling . . . that together we were able to build a 
wonderful thinking community, which is not always a given.” 
—Alessandra Ciucci 

Nathan Feldman 
Political Science 
Project Title: The Science of Liberalism 

Mariana Katz 
History 
Project Title: The Labor of the State: The 
Politics of Unfree Work in Nineteenth-
Century Paraguay 

Soraya Limare 
French 
Project Title: Literary Representations of 
the Haitian Revolution 

Fatima-Ezzahrae Touilila 
Middle Eastern, South Asian, and 
African Studies 
Project Title: French Colonial Archives 
and the Invention of the Muslim World 

GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWS 
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D. Graham Burnett (1997–99) was 
an interviewed guest on The Ezra Klein 
Show (NYTimes) podcast discussing 
human fracking and the attention 
economy. 

Mary Dearborn (1986–88) published 
My Carson McCullers: A Life with Knopf 
in February 2024. 

Laurence Dreyfus (1979–81) 
published a historical novel (in German 
translation) called Parsifals Verführung, 
about Hermann Levi, a conductor who 
directed the 1882 premiere of Richard 
Wagner’s final opera. 

Joshua Fogel (1980–81) was elected to 
the Royal Society of Canada. 

Michele Hannoosh (1982–85) 
published a facsimile edition of 
Delacroix’s Moroccan sketchbooks, 
including two newly discovered ones: 
Eugène Delacroix. Carnets de voyage au 
Maghreb et en Andalousie. Édition en 
facsimilé avec 6 carnets et un volume 
de commentaires (Paris: Citadelles et 
Mazenod, 2023). 

Victoria Holbrook (1985–87) 
published three articles: “Theôria 
in Islamic Platonism,” in Theôria as 
Cognition in Plato, ed. Refik Güremen 
(Brill); “Divided Line and Degrees 
of Being: Plato and Islamicate 
Cosmology,” in The Reception of Plato 
From Late Antiquity to the Middle Ages, 
eds. Eva Anagnostou-Laoutides, 
George Steiris, George Arabatzis (De 
Gruyter); and “The Separation of 
Goodness and Beauty: Plato, Galip, 
Lacan,” in Challenging Conventions: 
Love, Lovers, and Beloveds in Early 
Modern Ottoman Poetry, ed. Christiane 
Czygan (De Gruyter). 

Muhammad Ali Khalidi (1991–93) 
published Cognitive Ontology: Taxonomic 
Practices in the Mind-Brain Sciences 
(Cambridge University Press, 2023). 

Vinay Lal (1992–93) edited India 
and Its Intellectual Traditions: Of Love, 
Advaita, Power, and Other Things: 
Backwaters Collective on Metaphysics 
and Politics III (Oxford University Press, 
2024). He also has a fellowship at the 
Stellenbosch Institute of Advanced 
Study, South Africa, for the second 
half of 2024. 

Larry Miller (1984–86) published 
Islamic Disputation Theory: The Uses 
& Rules of Argument in Medieval Islam 
(Springer, 2020). 

Rachel Nolan (2018–19) published 
Until I Find You: Disappeared Children 
and Coercive Adoptions in Guatemala 
(Harvard University Press, 2024), 
an exploration of Guatemala’s 
adoption industry—an international 
marketplace for children, built on a 
foundation of inequality, war, and 
Indigenous dispossession. 

Carmel Raz (2015–18) began a 
tenure-track position of Assistant 
Professor at Cornell and published 
Sound and Sense in British Romanticism 
(Cambridge University Press, 2023). 

April Shelford (1997–99) published A 
Caribbean Enlightenment: Intellectual 
Life in the British and French Colonial 
Worlds, 1750–1792 (Cambridge 
University Press, 2023), which was 
awarded the 2024 Louis Gottschalk 
Prize by the American Society for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies. 

ALUMNI NEWS 
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Joelle M. Abi-Rached (’17–’19) 
MediaLab/History of Science 
Sciences Po/Harvard University 
jabi@fas.harvard.edu 

Knar Abrahamyan (’22-’23) 
Music 
Columbia University 
ka2913@columbia.edu 

Vanessa Agard-Jones (’13–’14) 
Anthropology 
Columbia University 
vanessa.agard-jones@columbia.edu 

Molly Aitken (’00–’02) 
Art History 
City University of New York,   
City College 
maitken@ccny.cuny.edu 

Michael Allan (’08–’09) 
Comparative Literature 
University of Oregon 
mallan@uoregon.edu 

April Alliston (’88–’89) 
Comparative Literature 
Princeton University 
alliston@princeton.edu 

Michael Anderson (’94–’96) 
Latin 
Loomis Chaffee School 
michael.anderson.2@trincoll.edu 

*Richard Andrews (’85–’88) 

Karl Appuhn (’99–’01) 
History 
New York University 
appuhn@nyu.edu 

Andrew Apter (’87–’89) 
History & Anthropology 
University of California, Los Angeles 
aapter@history.ucla.edu 

Renzo Aroni (’20-’23) 
Anthropology 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú 
renzo.aroni@pucp.edu.pe 

Jordanna Bailkin (’99–’01) 
History 
University of Washington 
bailkin@uw.edu 

Jeffrey M. Bale (’94–’96) 
Nonproliferation and Terrorism 
Studies Program (Emeritus) 
Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies at Monterey 
jeffrey.bale@miis.edu 

*Hilary Ballon (’85–’86) 

Jeffrey Andrew Barash (’83–’85) 
Philosophy (Emeritus) 
University of Picardie, Amiens 
jeffrey.barash@u-picardie.fr 

Amy Bard (’02–’04) 

Robert Bauslaugh (’79–’81) 
History 
Brevard College 
bauslaugh@brevard.edu 

Teresa Bejan (’13–’14) 
Political Theory 
University of Oxford 
teresa.bejan@oriel.ox.ac.uk 

Yousef Ben Ismail (’21-’24) 
History 
Amherst College 
ybenismail@amherst.edu 

*Deceased 
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Sandrine Bertaux (’02–’04) 
French Institute for Anatolian   
Studies (IFEA) 
Istanbul, Turkey 
sandrinebertaux@gmail.com 

Giorgio Biancorosso (’01–’03) 
Music 
University of Hong Kong, Pok Fu Lam 
rogopag@hku.hk 

Akeel Bilgrami (’83–’85) 
Philosophy 
Columbia University 
ab41@columbia.edu 

*Beth Bjorklund (’82–’84) 

*Irene Bloom (’76–’78) 

Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski (’81–’83) 
French & Italian (Emerita) 
University of Pittsburgh 
renate@pitt.edu 

Peter K. Bol (’80–’82) 
East Asian Languages & Civilizations 
Harvard University 
pkbol@fas.harvard.edu 

Megan Boomer (’20–’22) 
Art and Visual Culture 
Bates College 
mboomer@bates.edu 

*George Bournoutian (’78–’80) 

Betsy C. Bowen (’76–’77) 
Writer, Independent Producer 
loonalone@roadrunner.com 

Benjamin Breen (’15–’16) 
History 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
bebreen@ucsc.edu 

John Bugg (’07–’08) 
English 
Fordham University 
bugg@fordham.edu 

D. Graham Burnett (’97–’99) 
History 
Princeton University 
dburnett@princeton.edu 

Glenn R. Butterton (’86–’89) 
Law 
Georgetown University 

Mary Baine Campbell (’85–’87) 
English & Comparative Literature 
(Emerita) 
Brandeis University 
campbell@brandeis.edu 

Maggie Cao (’14–’16) 
Art History 
University of North Carolina   
at Chapel Hill 
mmcao@unc.edu 

David Castriota (’82–’84) 
Art History 
Sarah Lawrence College 
dcastri@sarahlawrence.edu 

JM Chris Chang (’18–’21) 
Special Projects Researcher 
American Council of Learned Societies 
jmchrischang@gmail.com 

William Clark (’89–’91) 
Art History/Medieval Studies (Emeritus) 
Queens College and Graduate Center 
City University of New York 
wclark@gc.cuny.edu 

*Deceased 
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Peter A. Coclanis (’83–’84) 
History 
University of North Carolina   
at Chapel Hill 
coclanis@unc.edu 

Ada Cohen (’90–’91) 
Art History, Women’s, Gender, & 
Sexuality Studies 
Dartmouth College 
ada.cohen@dartmouth.edu 

James B. Collins (’80–’81) 
History 
Georgetown University 
collinja@georgetown.edu 

Julie Cooper (’03–’05) 
Political Science 
Tel Aviv University 
cooper@post.tau.ac.il 

Emma Shaw Crane (’21-’24) 
Anthropology 
Stanford University 
emmasc@stanford.edu 

Jonathan Crary (’87–’89) 
Art History and Archaeology 
Columbia University 
jkc4@columbia.edu 

*Brian A. Curran (’96–’98) 

James R. Currie (’00–’02) 
Music 
State University of New York, Buffalo 
jcurrie@buffalo.edu 

Lorraine Daston (’79–’80) 
Director Emerita/Max Planck Institute 
for the History of Science in Berlin 
Committee on Social Thought/ 
University of Chicago 
ldaston@mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de 

Elizabeth Davis (’05–’07) 
Anthropology 
Princeton University 
ead@princeton.edu 

Mary Dearborn (’86–’88) 
Independent Scholar 
mvdearborn@earthlink.net 

Mark DeBellis (’88–’90) 
Social Sciences & Philosophy 
Borough of Manhattan Community 
College, City University of New York 
mdebellis76@yahoo.com 

Vidya Dehejia (’84–’86) 
Art History and Archaeology (Emerita) 
Columbia University 
vd2@columbia.edu 

Wiebke Denecke (’04–’06) 
General Editor 
Hsu-Tang Library of Classical Chinese 
Literature 
denecke@mit.edu 

William Deringer (’12–’15) 
Program in Science, Technology,   
and Society 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
deringer@mit.edu 

Naomi Diamant (’92–’94) 
Stern School of Business 
New York University 
ndiamant@stern.nyu.edu 

Deborah Diamond (’94–’96) 
Director, Anchor Economy 
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 
diamond.deborah@gmail.com 

Mary Dillard (’00–’01) 
History 
Sarah Lawrence College 
mdillard@sarahlawrence.edu 
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Adrienne Donald (’92–’93) 
aydonald135@gmail.com 

Greg Downey (’98–’00) 
Anthropology 
Macquarie University 
greg.downey@scmp.mq.edu.au 

Laura Lee Downs (’87–’88) 
Department of History and Civilization 
European University Institute 
laura.downs@eui.eu 

Laurence Dreyfus (’79–’81) 
Music (Emeritus) 
University of Oxford 
laurence.dreyfus@music.ox.ac.uk 

Joshua Dubler (’08–’11) 
Religion 
University of Rochester 
dubler.joshua@gmail.com 

Heather Ecker (‘00–’02) 
Curator of Islamic and Medieval Art 
Dallas Museum of Art 
hecker@dma.org 

Nisrin Elamin (’19-’20) 
Anthropology 
University of Toronto 
nisrin.elamin@utoronto.ca 

Maria Farland (’98–’00) 
English 
Fordham University 
farland@fordham.edu 

Constantin Fasolt (’81–’83) 
History (Emeritus) 
University of Chicago 
icon@uchicago.edu 

Ilana Feldman (’02–’04) 
Anthropology 
George Washington University 
ifeldman@gwu.edu 

Ruben Cesar Fernandes (’78–’79) 

Dana Fields (’10–’13) 
Barrister 
London, UK 
pollatadana@gmail.com 

Chrisopher Florio (’16–’19) 
History 
Hollins University 
floriocm@hollins.edu 

Joshua Fogel (’80–’81) 
Chinese History 
York University 
fogel@yorku.ca 

nyle e. fort (’21-’24) 
African American and African   
Diaspora Studies 
Columbia University 
nyle.fort@columbia.edu 

Douglas Frame (’80–’82) 
Senior Fellow 
Center for Hellenic Studies 

*Anne Frydman (’77–’79) 

Jonathan Gilmore (’99–’01) 
Philosophy 
CUNY Graduate Center 
jonathan.gilmore@me.com 

Ardeta Gjikola (’18–’21) 
agjikola@gmail.com 

Brian Goldstone (’12–’15) 
Franklin Humanities Institute 
Duke University 
bdgoldstone@gmail.com 
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María González Pendás (’16–’19) 
Architecture 
Cornell University 
mg995@cornell.edu 

Jennifer Greeson (’01–’03) 
English 
University of Virginia 
greeson@virginia.edu 

David Gutkin (’15–’17) 
Musicology 
Peabody Institute 
dgutkin@jhu.edu 

James Hankins (’83–’85) 
History 
Harvard University 
jhankins@fas.harvard.edu 

Michele Hannoosh (’82–’85) 
Romance Languages and Literatures 
University of Michigan 
hannoosh@umich.edu 

Daniel Harkett (’04–’06) 
Art 
Colby College 
dharkett@colby.edu 

Gary Hausman (’96–’97) 
Columbia University Libraries 
gjhausman@gmail.com 

Heidi Hausse (’16–’18) 
History 
Auburn University 
hlh0048@auburn.edu 

Arden A. Hegele (’16–’19) 
English and Comparative Literature/ 
Medical Humanities 
Columbia University 
aah2155@columbia.edu 

Wendy B. Heller (’97–’98) 
Music 
Princeton University 
wbheller@princeton.edu 

*James Higginbotham (’76–’78, ’79–’80) 

Anne T. Higgins (’90–’92) 
English (Emerita) 
Simon Fraser University 
ahiggins@sfu.ca 

Hidetaka Hirota (’13–’16) 
History 
University of California, Berkeley 
hhirota@berkeley.edu 

Victoria Holbrook (’85–’87) 
Independent Scholar 
Istanbul, Turkey 
vrholbrook@gmail.com 

Robert Holzer (’90–’92) 
Music 
Yale University 
robert.holzer@yale.edu 

Norbert Hornstein (’80–’83) 
Linguistics 
University of Maryland 
nhornste@umd.edu 

Alan Houston (’88–’89) 
Vice Provost (Education) 
Durham University 
pvc.education@durham.ac.uk 

Don Howard (’80–’81) 
Philosophy 
University of Notre Dame 
howard.43@nd.edu 

David Hoy (’81–’82) 
Philosophy (Emeritus) 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
hoy@ucsc.edu 
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Ronnie Po-chia Hsia (’82–’84) 
History (Emeritus) 
Pennsylvania State University 
rxh46@psu.edu 

Murad Idris (’16–’17) 
Political Science 
University of Michigan 
midris@umich.edu 

Zaid Jabri (’19-’20) 
Composer 
zjabri@gmail.com 

Triinity Jackman (’05–’07) 
Royal Ontario Museum 
trinityjackman@gmail.com 

Sarah Jacoby (’06–’09) 
Religious Studies 
Northwestern University 
s-jacoby@northwestern.edu 

E. H. Rick Jarow (’91–’93) 
Religion & Asian Studies 
Vassar College 
jarow@vassar.edu 

Anning Jing (’94–’96) 
Art & Art History 
Michigan State University 
jinga@msu.edu 

Amy E. Johnson (’78–’80) 
amyedithjohnson@gmail.com 

David Johnson (’79–’81) 
History (Emeritus) 
University of California, Berkeley 
johnsond@berkeley.edu 

Janet Johnson (’85–’87) 
Independent Scholar 
jlj738@gmail.com 

Judith L. Johnston (’77–’79) 
English (Emerita) 
Rider University 
johnston@rider.edu 

Dalia Judovitz (’81–’82) 
French & Italian (Emerita) 
Emory University 
djudovi@emory.edu 

Jonathon Kahn (’03–’05) 
Religion 
Vassar College 
jokahn@vassar.edu 

Paize Keulemans (’05–’06) 
East Asian Studies 
Princeton University 
pkeulema@princeton.edu 

Muhammad Ali Khalidi (’91–’93) 
Philosophy 
Graduate Center 
City University of New York 
makhalidi@gc.cuny.edu 

Dilwyn Knox (’85–’87) 
Italian (Emerita) 
University College London 
d.knox@ucl.ac.uk 

Hagar Kotef (’09–’12) 
Politics and International Studies 
SOAS, University of London 
hagarko@gmail.com 

Lauren Kopajtic (’17–’18) 
Philosophy 
Fordham University 
lkopajtic@fordham.edu 

David Kurnick (’06–’07) 
English 
Rutgers University 
david.kurnick@rutgers.edu 

Whitney Laemmli (’16–’19) 
Social Science and Cultural Studies 
Pratt Institute 
wlaemmli@pratt.edu 
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Guolong Lai (’02–’04) 
School of Art and Art History 
University of Florida 
gllai@ufl.edu 

Vinay Lal (’92–’93) 
History 
University of California, Los Angeles 
vlal@history.ucla.edu 

Kevin Lamb (’07–’10) 
Partner, Government & Regulatory   
and Appellate Litigation 
WilmerHale (Law Office) 
kevin.lamb@wilmerhale.com 

Robert Lamberton (’84–’86) 
Classics (Emeritus) 
Washington University in St. Louis 

Richard Landes (’84–’86) 
Independent Scholar 

Charles Larmore (’78–’80) 
Philosophy (Emeritus) 
Brown University 
charles_larmore@brown.edu 

Susan Layton (’81–’83) 
Russian Literature 
Visiting Scholar 
University of Edinburgh 
susan.layton50@gmail.com 

Andrew Lear (’04–’06) 
Oscar Wilde Tours 
info@oscarwildetours.com 

Daniel Lee (’10–’11) 
Political Science 
University of California, Berkeley 
dan.lee@berkeley.edu 

Rebecca M. Lesses (’96–’98) 
Jewish Studies 
Ithaca College 
rlesses@ithaca.edu 

Theodore Levin (’79–’81) 
Music 
Dartmouth College 
theodore.c.levin@dartmouth.edu 

Robin Lewis (’78–’81) 
President 
World View Global 
robin@worldviewglobal.com 

Conrad Leyser (’92–’94) 
History 
Worcester College, Oxford University 
conrad.leyser@worc.ox.ac.uk 

Suzanne Lodato (’98–’00) 
Retired 
smlodato@indiana.edu 

*Marie-Rose Logan (’76–’78) 

John Lombardini (’09–’10) 
Government 
College of William and Mary 
jlombardini@wm.edu 

*Paul D. Lyon (’80–’81) 

*David A.J. Macey (’76–’78) 

Myron Magnet (’77–’79) 
Independent Scholar 
mm@myronmagnet.net 

Atesede Makonnen (’22–’23) 
English 
Carnegie Mellon University 
amakonne@andrew.cmu.edu 
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Susan Manning (’87–’88) 
English 
Northwestern University 
s-manning@northwestern.edu 

Joseph Masheck (’76–’78) 
Fine Arts (Emeritus) 
Hofstra University 
joseph.d.masheck@hofstra.edu 

Richard McCoy (’77–’79) 
English (Emeritus) 
Queens College 
City University of New York 
rmccoy@gc.cuny.edu 

Ian McCready-Flora (’11–’14) 
Philosophy 
St. Louis University 
mccreadyforaic@slu.edu 

Darrin M. McMahon (’97–’99) 
History 
Dartmouth College 
darrin.m.mcmahon@dartmouth.edu 

Cecilia Miller (’89–’91) 
History 
Wesleyan University 
cmiller@wesleyan.edu 

Larry Miller (’84–’86) 
lamillerton@gmail.com 

Nancy Miller (’76–’78) 
Comparative Literature, English   
& French 
Graduate Center 
City University of New York 
nancykmiller@nyc.rr.com 

Max Mishler (’16–’17) 
History 
University of Toronto 
maxmishler@utoronto.ca 

Amira Mittermaier (’06–’07) 
Religion & Near and Middle Eastern 
Civilizations 
University of Toronto 
amira.mittermaier@utoronto.ca 

Naeem Mohaiemen (’20–’21) 
Visual Arts 
Columbia University 
naeem.mohaiemen@columbia.edu 

Fernando Montero (’19–’22) 
Psychiatry 
Columbia University 
fm2440@columbia.edu 

Scott Morrison (’04–’06) 
Associate 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
smsmorrison@gmail.com 

Marjorie Munsterberg (’84–’86) 
Independent Scholar 
mmunsterberg@gmail.com 

Christian Murck (’78–’80) 
Senior Counselor 
APCO Worldwide 
chrismurck@gmail.com 

Liam Murphy (’90–’92) 
Law & Philosophy 
New York University 
liam.murphy@nyu.edu 

Valeriia Mutc (’23–’24) 
Russian 
University of California, Davis 
vmutc@ucdavis.edu 

Suzanne Nalbantian (’76–’78) 
English & Comparative Literature 
Long Island University 
suzanne.nalbantian@liu.edu 
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Jennifer Nash (’09–’10) 
Gender, Sexuality, and   
Feminist Studies 
Duke University 
jennifer.nash@duke.edu 

John Nassivera (’77–’79) 
Independent Scholar 
johnnassivera@hotmail.com 

Gülru Necipoğlu (’86–’87) 
History of Art & Architecture 
Harvard University 
agakhan@fas.harvard.edu 

Rachel Nolan (’18–’19) 
Frederick S. Pardee School of   
Global Studies 
Boston University 
rbnolan@bu.edu 

Deborah Epstein Nord (’80–’82) 
English 
Princeton University 
dnord@princeton.edu 

Calvin Normore (’83–’84) 
Philosophy 
University of California, Los Angeles 
normore@humnet.ucla.edu 

David Novak (’07–’10) 
Music 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
dnovak@music.ucsb.edu 

Emily Ogden (’10–’13) 
English 
University of Virginia 
emily.ogden@virginia.edu 

Ruth Opara (’20–’21) 
Music 
Columbia University 
rso2109@columbia.edu 

Irina Oryshkevich (’03–’05) 
Art History and Archaeology 
Columbia University 
ito1@columbia.edu 

Jessie Ann Owens (’77–’79) 
Distinguished Professor of Music 
(Emerita) 
University of California, Davis 
jaowens@ucdavis.edu 

Tyrone Palmer (’19-’22) 
English 
Wesleyan University 
tspalmer@wesleyan.edu 

*Esther Pasztory (’80–’82) 

Dan-el Padilla Peralta (’15–’16) 
Classics 
Princeton University 
dpadilla@princeton.edu 

David L. Pike (’93–’95) 
Literature 
American University 
dpike@american.edu 

Hilary Poriss (’01–’03) 
Music 
Northeastern University 
h.poriss@neu.edu 

Linda Przybyszewski (’95–’97) 
History 
University of Notre Dame 
linda.przybyszewski.1@nd.edu 

*Eloise Quiñones-Keber (’84–’86) 

Ann Ramsey (’91–’92) 
Fiona Animal Refuge 
Nuevo Leon, Mexico 
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Carmel Raz (’15–’18) 
Music 
Cornell University 
car354@cornell.edu 

John Rogers (’89–’90) 
English 
University of Toronto 
johnd.rogers@utoronto.ca 

*Mark Rollins (’85–’87) 

David Russell (’12–’13) 
English 
University of California, Los Angeles 
djrussell@ucla.edu 

Peter Sahlins (’87–’88) 
History (Emeritus) 
University of California, Berkeley 
sahlins@berkeley.edu 

Edgardo Salinas (’10–’13) 
Music History 
The Juilliard School 
esalinas@juilliard.edu 

Scott A. Sandage (’95–’96) 
History 
Carnegie Mellon University 
sandage@andrew.cmu.edu 

Claudio M. Saunt (’96–’98) 
History 
University of Georgia 
csaunt@uga.edu 

*Martha Porter Saxton (’88–’90) 

Kirsten Schultz (’98–’99) 
History 
Seton Hall University 
kirsten.schultz@shu.edu 

Micah J. Schwartzman (’06–’07) 
Law 
University of Virginia 
schwartzman@virginia.edu 

Martha Ann Selby (’97–’98) 
South Asian Studies 
University of Texas, Austin 
mas@austin.utexas.edu 

Richard Serrano (’96–’98) 
French & Comparative Literature 
Rutgers University 
rserrano@rci.rutgers.edu 

Pavlos Sfyroeras (’92–’94) 
Classics 
Middlebury College 
psfyroer@middlebury.edu 

William Sharpe (’81–’83) 
English 
Barnard College 
wsharpe@barnard.edu 

Andrey Shcherbenok (’06–’09) 
Director, School of Advanced Studies 
University of Tyumen 
shcherbenok@gmail.com 

Samer S. Shehata (’99–’00) 
International & Area Studies 
University of Oklahoma 
shehata@ou.edu 

April Shelford (’97–’99) 
History 
American University 
shelfor@american.edu 

Leo K. Shin (’95–’97) 
Asian Studies 
University of British Columbia 
lkshin@interchange.ubc.ca 

Susan Sidlauskas (’90–’92) 
Art History 
Rutgers University 
sidlausk@rci.rutgers.edu 
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Paul Silverman (’86–’88) 

Patrick Singy (’07–’10) 
Union College 
pbsingy@gmail.com 

Laura M. Slatkin (’81–’83) 
Gallatin School of Individualized Study 
New York University 
laura.slatkin@nyu.edu 

Will Slauter (’07–’09) 
UFR d’Etudes Anglophone 
Sorbonne Université 
william.slauter@sorbonne-universite.fr 

Adam Smith (’09–’12) 
East Asian Languages and Civilizations 
University of Pennsylvania 
adsmit@sas.upenn.edu 

Robert Stillman (’80–’82) 
English 
University of Tennessee 
rstillma@utk.edu 

Ginger Strand (’93–’95) 
Independent Scholar 
strand@gmail.com 

Yanfei Sun (’10–’13) 
Sociology 
Zhejiang University 
yanfei.sun@gmail.com 

Mark Swislocki (’01–’03) 
History 
New York University, Abu Dhabi 
mark.swislocki@nyu.edu 

Jean Terrier (’04–’06) 
Learning and Teaching – Educational 
Technologies 
University of Basel 
jean.terrier@unibas.ch 

Suzanne Thorpe (’20–’22) 
Music and Theater 
Manhattan College 
sthorpe01@manhattan.edu 

Miriam Ticktin (’02–’04) 
Anthropology 
CUNY Graduate Center 
mticktin@gc.cuny.edu 

Barbara Tischler (’83–’85) 
Independent Scholar and Lecturer 
Empire State University 
tischlerb@gmail.com 

John Tresch (’00–’02) 
History of Art, Science, and   
Folk Practice 
Warburg Institute 
John.tresch@sas.ac.uk 

Cass Turner (’19–’21) 
English 
University of California, Los Angeles 
cturner@english.ucla.edu 

Joanne van der Woude (’07–’08) 
Team Lead, Finance 
Netherlands Photo Museum 
joanne.van.der.woude@rug.nl 

Kate Van Orden (’96–’97) 
Music 
Harvard University 
vanorden@fas.harvard.edu 

Franciscus Verellen (’87–’89) 
Director 
Ecole Francaise d’Extreme-Orient 
direction@efeo.net 

Gauri Viswanathan (‘86–’88) 
English & Comparative Literature 
Columbia University 
gv6@columbia.edu 
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Joanna Waley-Cohen (’88–’90) 
History 
New York University 
joanna.waleycohen@nyu.edu 

Leonard Wallock (’82–’84) 
Executive Director 
PublicSquare 

Alicyn Warren (’93–’95) 
School of Music 
Indiana University 
warrenal@indiana.edu 

Anne Waters (’95–’97) 
Zuckerman Institute 
Columbia University 
abw17@columbia.edu 

Leah Whittington (’11–’12) 
English 
Harvard University 
lwhittington@fas.harvard.edu 

Steven I. Wilkinson (’98–’99) 
Political Science 
Yale University 
steven.wilkinson@yale.edu 

Rebecca Woods (’13–’16) 
History and Philosophy of Science   
and Technology 
University of Toronto 
rebecca.woods@utoronto.ca 

Grant Wythoff (’13–’16) 
Center for Digital Humanities 
Princeton University 
gwythoff@princeton.edu 

Nicholas Xenos (’80–’82) 
Political Science 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
xenos@polsci.umass.edu 

Tingting Xu (’20–’22) 
Art History 
University of Rochester 
tingtingxu@rochester.edu 

Benjamin J. Young (’20–’22) 
Herberger Institute of Design and 
the Arts 
Arizona State University 
benjamin.j.young@asu.edu 

Ege Yumuşak (’22-’24) 
Philosophy 
University of Pennsylvania 
yumusak@sas.upenn.edu 

Andrew Zimmerman (’98–’00) 
History, International Affairs 
George Washington University 
azimmer@gwu.edu 

60  | Annual Report 

*Deceased 

mailto:azimmer@gwu.edu
mailto:yumusak@sas.upenn.edu
mailto:benjamin.j.young@asu.edu
mailto:tingtingxu@rochester.edu
mailto:xenos@polsci.umass.edu
mailto:gwythoff@princeton.edu
https://rebecca.woods@utoronto.ca
mailto:steven.wilkinson@yale.edu
mailto:lwhittington@fas.harvard.edu
mailto:abw17@columbia.edu
mailto:warrenal@indiana.edu
mailto:joanna.waleycohen@nyu.edu


Itamar Vieira Junior signing his book Crooked Plough. Photograph by Merissa Blitz. 



Mail Code 5700 
2960 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 

E: sofheyman@columbia.edu 
T: 212-854-8443 
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